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TO THE rIgHT HONOUjlABLE TliE ' 

|arl of BlilSTOt,^ 
LORD BISHOP OF DERRY, 
. , &G. 8£ei Scci 



Mi Loie, , 

Yam proud of yodf patronage, be- 
"^ -cauTe ybrl • •gratit if only to the 
flefervingi- ■ Your eye is penetrating, 
and you faw that my foul was pure. ' 

' It is riotj Biy MsElceniS) tlecaufe your 

■Family is on^of the moft andent and 

■ ■■■ A3 - moft 
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moft illuffrlous of Great Bfifain ; ~nor 
becaufe you are full of Honours and 
Riches, a Peer of England, as well as 
of Ireland, and in poffeliion of twenty 
tlioufan'd ' pountis a year,~' that" I 
think' you refleft Konour'upon me: 
it is becaufe^oor *foTii is mild and 
jioble, your underftanding great and 
juiV, and becaufe- you are the Friend 
of Mankind. ,^: .i-^ i \ ' 

■.:;,-,,...•.....- ...L.,-.,,v/.y 

•C«ftom.-^e<piires, Aut^^«^s tp oyef- 
whelni *h«ir Patfons -jvith coippl,)- 
ments. - I intreat yoiW; ^grdlhip, tp 
difpenfe with my obferving this cuf- 
lom : if njy'bQok.isgDO^ the de4Kca- 
.*i<>n oi it is (he:gceateft (cogaplim^.t .1 
» fan 
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can pay you; if the book is bad, 
compliments would be ufelefs, for 
they would not be read. 

I am, 

with the moft profound re^iwcSl, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfliip's 

moft obedient humble fervant. 



MARTIN SHERLOCK. 
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P R E *" A C E. 



■OEADERS in general have fo 
■^^ little knowledge and tafte, that 
it is almoft madnefs to appear in print. 
There are, however, fome exceptions ; 
and I hope. Reader, you are one. If 
you are not, 1 declare frankly to you, 
you would do me more pleafure to 
throw my book in the fire than to 
read it : if you are, I alk you no 
quarter ; — CJlory or Death, 
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I, ' -.:;(;'■ : -> ot rro^' ■; "i ^ -^ .; ■ • -^ 

IgOUGHj; giosy, an4 ;I obtained 
. , iti Mxil^tej* liaij^-as: much ftM> 
cei^, on^ th^-(;(nitin;nt, a& jny prefer 
•wpA qf.^hfi fame t ft^ pftb^ibsd 
witjijn; lilfe/if rjISHfv wliipJi„I,atttibM<» 
«)f iiffipaUy » ^hpjVu(th ^ fippjcikj 
with which tfigy were;\B9ij$Pf , Tbs 
Siif^r hfi?-iFfimMlied' in-/<hep.oiiisiDp> 
Preface that I did not court Fame 
.^iHhitoQ ..B)i[irt;J»B<k!fty;;:.-and. he baa, 
no dotlbt, alfd rcniaAetl (he reaibn of 
' itt 
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it : in an enemy's country in tinie 0^ 
war, modefty would have been mean- 
nefs, and liumility Want of fpirit • ; 
Few men write but for fame or for 
money : I tranflate thefe letters for 
neither. IfTy I tranilate them is a 
fectet whidh I fliall probably atai day 
communicate to the Public. 
• As it is my intention to continue to 
write, I Jhall'reca+e a!ll' ■critlcffm^ 
public anti private ' ^ilh'-' ttianfefiil- 
nefs. I re^uaft the Reaaer's 'IndvQi 
gence for ftiy- ftyle.-' A=^ abftnee ctf 
feveral yeai^ has alttiBtt' iftade' ih^iofe 
my UngUagSi Foreign phrafes fore* 
themfdves mi'me. Btif let the Bdadet 
treat this lay • firft attempt in Eni;lifli 

■ ■ J ! ; ■ i 

* The .other volume or my lertcrs was'tran- 

flared by a gentleman wh6iA t haveneve^-l^K.' 

They were puhliflicd while I wal abroad. ' .. < 

3 withi 
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with a little mildnefs, and I promile 
him I fliall endeavour to improve in 
fny next. I do not know whether I ihall 
ever attain elegance ; but I am fure, 
that all the ■ pages 1 ihall ever write 
Ihall be, like thefe, innocent and 
(hearful. 
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NEW LETTERS 

mo M 
AN ENGLISH TRAVELLER. 



LETTER I. 

ITALY. 

IF the Pruflians are proud of their 
Grand Frederic^ the Italians are 
not lefs proud, nor with lefs reafon, 
of their Bella Italia. It's beauty is 
aftonilhing; and from Mantua, where: 
Virgil was born, to Sorrento, the coun- 
try of Taffo, every ftep has its parti- 
cular intereftj every flep has been .the 
country 

n,r„i": GcKH^Ie 
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country of fome illuftrious artift, the 
(fulijeit of a defcrlption of fomi.gtejt 
poet, or the fcene of fome famoiis 
aiflion, tranfraitted to pofterity by a 
celebrated hiftorian. 

Padua produced Livy) Venice, Ti- 
tian; and Ferrara, Ariofto. Tufcany 
boafts of Dante, of Petrarch, and of 
Michael Angelo; Urbino of Raphael'; 
and Parma of Corregio; Rome gave 
birtli to Tacitus and Lucretius ; Arpi^i 
num to Cicero; and Vemifium to Ho- 
race. 

The recoUeflion of hiftorical fails 
does not lefs awaken the informed tra- 
veller. In jpaffing the Rubicon (i J, 

(i) In (peaking of the Rubicon, can one 
forbear to quote this line of Lucan ? 
. I/igetu vi/a ducipatria trepidanjii ima^o. 

To Cjefar's'eyea ^'.^ 
Rome's large, but trembling figure, feeni'd to 
rife. 

D„.„d„Goobe 
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he remembers, that on its bank Csefar 
i5ecided the fate of Rome ; and at the 
foot of this: * ftatue, fays he, he ex- 
piated his ambition. In this fpot 
Hannibal faw the mailers of the 
world fly j and by this rock the vidtori* 
ous Gauls fcaled the Capitol. Here Vir- 
:ginius (hewed the dagger drawn from 
'the bofbm of his daughter to the terri^ 
fied People, and on this wall Rome 
faw with tears the head, of her i Con>- 
ful. 

This, Sir, is the country of Imagi- 
nation ; the country of Poets and ttf 
Painters. It was here that Ariofto 
drew his inimitable defcriptions ; - that 
Guido was able to conceive and exe- 

* The ftatue of Pompey in the Spada Palace 
at Rome, 
f Cicero. 

B cute 
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cute his Aurora ; and that RoufleaU] 
tranfported by an half-hour of enchant i 
ment, learned to defcribe the rifing of 
the Sun. i . 

If the landfcapes of Claude Lorrain 
arejuftly preferred to all other's, what 
-is the reafon of it ? His landicapes arc 
Italian landfcapes. But when flioul4 
I finifb, if I began to fpeak of the 
pi£lure3 of Italy I The nwft beautiful 
■of flie univerfe is that of Italy itfelf. 
Nature formed it in a happy moment, 
Arew it in her grand ftyle, and fini(he,d 
its parts with a perfeftion that it is 
impoffible to defcribe. She feems to 
iiare made an effort to unite all her 
■beavtties in a fingle work; and, to give 
to her favourite mafter-piece all the 
advantages of which a pidlure is capa- 
ble, (he has contrafted its parts with a 
happinels 
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hapjanifs that doubles their efiFeita. 
Smiliiig af(ients and fertile plains, ma- 
jeftic rivers and delightful lakes, rich 
hills and richer vallies, are difpofed 
alriioft with art4 

But a coutihuU prdfulion of beatV' 
tiesj though varied, vfould have fa- 
fiated at length. And has not this been 
forefeeti by. this great and always wife 
artifi ? and has Ihe not diflributed 
ifaades, td give a relief to her principsd 
figures, and to give repofe to the Ima- 
gination > Hst& it is a chain of barren 
mountains, and there a vaft and dreary 
marlh; Nor are the terrible beauties 
,wAiting; a. burning volcano, and fe^ 
Veral others extinguished; frightful 
prtdpices ; mountains of rocks » fplit, 

* A& al Cakta^ 

6 1 and 
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and whole » trails of country Ihatterej 
hyiearthquakfis. That i& the piiaute J 
and this is its frame; the Medtterr 
ranean and the Alps. i 

Would not one be tempted to think 
all was the efieft of ftudy and calcida' 
tion > When the work was finiflied, 
one thing fiill remained to be done ( 
and that was, to Ihew it. Anxioui^ 
Ifor the fuccefs of her favotwite crea- 
tion, Natiue placedit in the beft light, 
under aMlliant Snn, which animates 
the colours of the pifture, and dip- 
pofes the fpei^ator to tafte its beaui- 
ties ; and, as if ftie soeant not to neg- 
ie£t the fmalleft circumibiDces, has 
ifhe not fliewn this triumph of her 
hand through the moil beaotifol- M(^ 

• When you are .on the ibooDtain behind Bahr, 
^ook all round. 

4 dium 
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diufft that was ever feen ? The atmo- 
fphere of Italy embelUlhes all objeiSs 
by fliewjng them with * cleamefs ; 
and its gulfs, its woods, its cafcades, 
and its meads^have a grace unknown 
beneath other Ikies. 

* Clearnefs, in my ^jpiaicm, is the firft grace 
of Kioqucnce, of Poetry, and, if I may fo 
4xprefs myfelf, of all the works of Art and 
Iijature. 



B %. IrET- 
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LETTER 



I T A L Yv 



■\7'pU werf born, Sir, with a bril-, 
■•■ liant imagination ^nd lively fec\r 
ings ; and you felt and enjoyed the 
beauties of Italy. You feel confe- 
quently the wf aknefs of my peiicil j 
but the weight of the fubjedt demands 
indulgence; the Genius of Virgil 
funk under it, 

Sed neque Mtdorumfjlva^ dUiffima itn;a. 
Nee pvle^er Gtpges^ atqiu auro turbidus HermtUt 
^audibus Italia cerlent : nonBa^rfi neque Jndi, 
Totaque iburiferU Panchttiapin^uh arenis. 
Hac kea mn tatiri fftirantei netribui ignem 
htjerlere, fatis immtmis denlibus hydri^ 
Neegaleii, denji/que virumfegel borruit hajiil. 
Sed ^avidtf/ru^ei, et Boicbi MaJJicut humor 

InPleverei 
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Impkvtrz : tenent oUaque^ armettlaque lata. 
Hinc bellaior equus campofe/e arduus infert : 
H'mc albiy Clitumne, greges, iif maxima taurui 
ViSima, fape tuo perfuft flamine facrot 
Romanot ad tenipla DeUm- duxere triomphot. 
Hit ver ajfiduum, atque aUenit menfibtu ajias : 
fiis gravida pecudesy bit peniii iciiUt arbcs. 
4t rabida tigres abfunt i^ Java Uonum 
Semina ; nee ndferos fallunt acontta legentet : 
Nee rapit immenjht orkft per bumum, neque tant* 
Squameui infpiramiraciufe colUgit angmt. 
Adde tot egregias urbet, eperumque laboremt 
Tol cottgejla laaaa praruptii oppida/axit, 
Fluminaque antlquot fubter labenila nmros. 
An mare quod fuprat mmorem, quodqut alluit 

infra ? 
4niie lacui tantat ? te, Lari maxhiu, iefue 
FluSiibuj & fremiiu a^rgem, Betiaee, marimf 
An nteinorem partus, Luerineque addita clauftra : ~ 
Atque indigmtum ttu%ms Jlridoribus aqmr^ 
Julia qua ponto hnge fonat unda refufo, 
Tj/rrbenufque Jretis iandttilur ajius Jvernisf 
Hae eadern argenti rives arijqut metalla 
Ofiendit vents, atque aur« plurimafiuxit. 
H^ genut acre virunif Marfm, pubemque 51j- 

he^a/H, 
Ajfaetumque mala Ligurem, Yelfeofqne verutos 
Extulit : hac Decios, Marios, magnojque Cimill-', 
B 4. Sdp:ad/7. 
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Sdpiadas duna hello ; fef te, maxinu CafoTf 
§ui none extrems j^tajam viffer » oris 
hnbelUm avertis Romanis arcibui hdum. 
Salve J magna parens fn^um, StOurnia iellus, 
MignavirUm! ...... 

(Georg. Lib. II.) 

But neither Median woods (a plenteous land)^ 
Fair Ganges, Hermus rolling golden fand. 
Nor Eaftria, nor the richer Indian fields* 
N6r all the gummy ftores Arabia yields; 
Nor any foreign earth of greater oame» % 

Can wiih fweet Italy contend in fame. I 

No bulls, whofc noftrils breathe a living flamc,J 
Have turn'd our turf, no teeth of ferpents here 
Were fown, an armed hoft, an iron crop to bear. 
But fruitful vines, and the fat olives freight. 
And harvefts heavy with their fruitful weight, 
Adorn our 6e1ds ; and on the chearfol green. 
The grazing flocks and lowing herds are feen. 
The warrior horfcj here bred, is taught to train : 
There flows Clitumnus through rhe flowery plain; 
"Wbofe waves, for triumphs after profperous war, 
The viftim ox and fnowy flieep prepare. 
Perpetual fpring our happy climate fees ; 
Twice breed the cattle, and twice bear the ti 
And fummer (iina recede by flow degrees. 

Our land is from the rage of tigers freed, 
Nor nourilhes the lion's angry feed : 

-. Nor 
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Nor poifonoTis aconite Ts here produc'd, 
Ol* grows DoknoWQ, or is, when known, refus*d. 
Nor in Co raft a length oar ferpcntis glide. 
Or rais'd on fuch a fpiry volume ride. 

Next add our cities of illuftrious name, 
Thek cofHy labour* and ftupendoas frame r 
Our forts on fteepy hills, that ht below 
See wanton ftrcams in wiadiog valleys flov. 
Our two-fold feas, that, walhing either lide, 
A rich recruit of foreign ftores proTide, 
Our fpacions lakes ; thee, Larius, iirft ; and next 
Benacus, with teinpeftiious billows vext. 
Or Ihall I praife thy pffl'ts, or mention make 
Of the vaft mouwd that binds the Lucrinc lake j" 
Or the difdainful fca^ tbat, fliut from thence, 
Roars round the ftnifture, and invades the fence ; 
There, where fecure the Julian waters glide. 
Or where Aver nus' jaws admit the Tyrrhene tide? 
Our quarries, deep in earth, were fam'd of ol4 
For veins of fil¥er,.and for ore of gold. 
Th' inhabitants themfelvcs their country graces 
Hence rofe the Marfiaii and Sabeljian race : 
Strong-limb'd and (lout, aad to the wars inclin'd^ 
And hard Liguriaas, a laborious kind. - 
And Volfcians, arm'd wkh iron-headed darts, 
Befides an offspringof undaunted hearts, 

The 
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The Decit, M^rii, great Camillus came 
From hence, and greater Scipio's double name : 
And mighty Cfefar, wbofe TiAodous arms 
To fartheft Afia carry fierce alarms : 
Avert UBwarlike Indians from his Rome ; 
Triumph abroad> fecure our peace at hpme. 
Hail, Tweet Sati}rniaa foU ! 

Drvdik, 

The copy is beautiful ; and when I 
I fay it is not equal to the original, 
every man, who has not feen Italy will 
think that I am nv^aken ; but every 
man who has feeu it knows that I 
ipeak truth. 

I add here the defcription of Pliny, 
that you may be able to compare the 
Poet and the Naturalift, 

Et jam perailU omnibus Hatura operibust dif- 
(rimen quoddam rerum Ipfarum atque ierrarum 
facers conveniai. - Ergo in tola orbt fcf quacumque 
call tonvexitas vergUf puUberrima efi ommutSf 
rebufque t^nto prmipatum natura obtine^s, Ila- 
Hat reffrix parensque mundi altera j viris,fiemmst 
3 ducibus, 
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4ucibutt miJUibus, fervi$iis, (irtitim fraJUtnti4^ /)** 
renierum clauia$ibut, jam Jiiu ac falubritate eali 
fitque temperie, acctffu cuniiarum gtntium fmUi^ 
littorll/us porluojis, bemgno venterum affiaiu (ele- 
nim contingit procurrenth po/ilio in partem utiUf' 
fimam, (sf inter ortus occafufyue mtdiamj aquarum 
i^Uy mmorum Jbbibritate, montium articuUs^fe- 
rerum animalium innocentidf foli fertilitate^ pfibali 
ubertate. ^uidquid eji, yae carere vita nan de- 
beat J nufquam ejt prafiantius ; Jrugejj vinum, plea, 
velUra, Una, vejiejyjuvenci. Ne equos qiudem in 
trigariis pra/efri ull^s vernacuHs animadverts. 
A^alltj auri^ argenH, arts, ffrri, quamdiu libuit 
exercere, nullis cejjfit ; &? its nunc infe gravida pro 
omni date varios fuccos & /rugum pomorumque fa- 
pores fundit. Ab e&, excepiii India fabulqfis^ prax^ 
imi quidem duxerim Hijpaniam, quacumque ambitur 
mart. 

Ad(lifon, in his letter to Lord Hali- 
fax, had a mind to enter the lifts with 
Virgil, One fees it in this line, 

And Virgil'i Italy Ihould yield to mine : 

\i\A it was a very unequal * conteft. 
* Impar congrejfui. 

This 
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"this pafiage is beatatiful : 

See how the golden groves around me fmilc. 
That fljun the coaft of Britain's ftormy ifle; 
Or, when tranfplanted and preferv'd with care, 
Curfe the cold clime, and Aarve. in northern air. 
Here kindly warmth their mounting juice fer? 

ments 
To nobler taftes, and more e:5alted fcenrs. 
tv'n the rough rocks with tender myrtle bloom, 
And trodden weeds fend our a rich perfume. 
Bear me fome God to Sola's gentle feats. 
Or cover me in Umbiia's green retreats ; 
"Where weftern gales eternally refide. 
And all the feafons lavifli all their pride; 
Bloflbms, and fruits, and flowers together rife,. . 
And the whole year in gay confufion lies! 

And this is much more ib : 

^We envy not the Warmer dime, that Uet 
Tn ten degrees of more indiilgeot flcies. 
Nor at the coarfenefs of our heaven repine, 
Tho' o'er our heads the frozen Pleiads fhine r 
'Tis Liberty, that crowns Brifaxnia's iQe, 
And makes her barren rocks and^er bleak 
mountains fmiler 

One 
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Otie cannot furfeit;yow' with fine 
yerfes, and here are ibme which are 
really beautiful ; : 

La tout let champs. voiftnt^pmpUs de mtrtei verdt, 
N'oHt jamais rejfenti ["outrage desbiptrt* .• i 

Pat'tout on voU meurtrf par-tout oh voit iclorCf ^ 
Et let fruits de Pemone, et let prifins de Fhrf i 
Et la ierre ^attmi, four domtr fesmptfont, 
Ni let vaux det bumeu.ns^ ni Potdre tUt/ai/ont. 
ifbommeyfemblegfiiiterf dant utu paix profondey 
%uf ce ipie la Nature^ aux premiers jows du awnde, 
De/a main bien-faifante accordoit aux bwnaint\ 
Uaetemel repes, dvt'joia-spurs&fireins, 
i^dauaartfle/'piaifiri qiie /ir9nift.Paten(im:et r 
i>/ Irierif de PJge. d'or^ b^rs lajtuit innocenti* • 
On entendpour tout bruit det amcertt erubanteurSt 
'Dint la molle barmome ittf^re leiiingueurst ' 
Lit vnx deimiUe dmani, ks-tbais dt lews wU 
.^.^-y^.trejftt,... . ■ ■.,■■ 

^ui celibrent leurhoHte,^^ vaatent leurs foibUJfet^ 
'■'■' '■' - ■•■• -(ilenriadef-CIjUftt'TX:)' 

£ach circling^ piai% the verdant myrtles crown, 
^Unknown to *ii«fert defolating fruwn ; 
'Pomona here iierfrutts profufcfy -pours'; 
-Here Flora llieds her Taricgated flowers ; 
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tlefe«while-lpontAaeousharveflsfill the pU'w^j 
No feaToa changes, and no wretch, complaint ; 
Here peace, unfading, footh^ the fons of cartlj, 
Snch peace as relgn'd at Narare's earlier tinbr 
With hand of foft Indulgence Ihe di,rplay3 
Ceieftial qiiiet and lereriefl days i 
Here every ISwn in pleDty*s r'obe is drefs'd^ 
Of ivery fwe^t but irtiioccnce (ioffefsM. 
From fide to fide the ftreims of hiiific i-oll, 
Whofe foothirig fofcn^fs fafcinatts the fouli 
In plitintive fotlnets burns the fair-one's flame^ ' 
Who boafts hei* «eaknefs, and exults in fham€. 
TrattOated by £. BuHnAby GtiBEN, £f<}j 

Thefe liiios leein made on purpofe 
to paint the kingdom of Naples. But 
did M. de Voltaire draw them from 
nature ? Certainly no : for he never 
faw a country which they fuited. He 
lludied books rather than iinture i 
and, if I might he ^rmitted to hazaM 
a (X)nje£ture, I would fay, that he toe^ 
them from the Temple of Gntdos, and 
that Montefquieu drew them Iroiil 
the kingdom of Naples* 

t£r- 
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L E T T E R nu. 



OF all the, countries in the worlif, 
Italy is the moll adorned hy the 
arts. Of all the countries in the world 
Ihe has the leaft need of them. One 
might with juftice addrefs to her this 
line: 

.L'4^t »'^paifattf9itr foi, tu t^en at fas befoin. 
Zaire. 

Art is Dot made for thee, thou need'ft it j]ot. . 

The fuperiority of her artifts is as 
indUputable as that of her natural 
beauties.; and the names of Raphdel, 
Palladio, Michael Angelot and Pergo^ 
lefe impofe iilence upon all nations. 
" Run, 
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" Run, fly to Naples," fays Jean 
Jaques Rouffeau to the young mufi- 
dan, "to liften tothe raafter-pieces 
of Leo, Durante, Jommelli, and Per- 
golefe." Run, fly 03 Italy, painter, 
poet, fculptor, and architeA; men. of 
genius of every clafs,that is the coun- 
try ^Vhich will unfold your' talents. 
The pro<figies of art \yill tranfport 
your foul, and fertilife your imagina- 
tion. The inexhauftiblenefs of Nar 
ture, after having ^oniihed you, will 
fill you with boldftefsj you will be- 
come a creator after her example ; 
you will dare to contend with all youi: 
predeCSflbrs, atid even with Nature 
lierfelf. Feihaps.you will furpais 
her: as did the author of the Apollo 
of Belvederp. 

-■■■». 
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It is then that you will feel the 
futility of thofe vulgar fouls, who, by 
telling you falfehoods, mean to ftifle 
your talents. " There is nothing new," 
exclaim they inceflantly ; " every thing 
has been faid, every thing has been re- 
peated." Traverfe Europe, liniili by the 
kingdom of Naples, and then anfwer 
if you have ever feen fcenes equal to 
thofe which fill the fpace between the 
Elyfian fields and the Cave. Nature, 
however, has but four materials, rocks, 
trees, earth, and water. That is the 
explication of what I faid, you will 
areate after the example of Nature. 
You will there perceive the number of 
her new combiBations, and you will 
fee how hmited ier means are; ymr's 
are infinite. 

C I for- 
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I forgot my fubjeft; I was going 
to fpeak of the arts. The Transfigu- 
ration is a fchool of painting. If the 
art was loft, and this pi(Sture remained, 
it would alone be fufficient to form 
painters. All the parts of painting 
are united in it ; the moft exaft draw- 
ing, the moft fenfible and the moft 
piiturefque difpofition, a perfeift har- 
mony of colouring, and a fublimity in 
the upper part of the piiSure, which 
tranfports the fpeftator as much as the 
groupes below intereft him. Raphael 
was commanded to paint this fubje£t; 
audit is in itfelf rather barren, A God 
cloathed in fplendor, and illuminated 
by the rays of his glory, prefents of it- 
felf fo fublime an idea, that the artift 
could not mifs it. But it is the onfy 
idea that the fubjefl offers. The pain- 
ter 
D,o,i,7.d-,Googlc 
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ter was forced to create the reft. It is 
the property of genius, faid Leonardo 
da Vinci, to draw a grand produd:ion 
from a poor fubjeifl, as it is that of 
mediocrity to form a trifling work 
upon a rich ground. This fentence 
and the Transfiguration determine the 
Tank of Raphael. 

■Sage and fublimethls painter joined 

the higheft elevation to the moft fe- 

vere corretftnefs ; and in ofte poiirt of 

view he may be compared to Boileau. 

He was, Uke him, the firft man of his 

country who had a lively feeling of 

the merit of the ancients. Happy 

■ feeling for them ! ft was that which 

acquired them a folic! glory during 

iheir lives, and which will enfure 

them a perpetuity of that glory to the 

Jateft po'fterity. They both compofed 

C 2 upon 
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upon the fame principles^ and qnt) 
fees written, if I may fo fay, upon 
every picture of Raphael, 

RieH rCeji heau que le vritit le VrOi feul efi 

aimable. 
The true alone is beautiful j 
The ti'ue alo6e is loTcIy. 

Need I mention ^e elegant fym- 
metry of the Attic Palladio, or the Go- 
thic *' boldnefs of Michael Angelo ? 
Let the church of the Redeemer f 
and the cupola of St. Peter's fpeak. for 
me. 

I am not fond of fpeaking of the 
fculptors of Italy. They never made 
any great impreffipns on me, A\-. 

* The Goths had infinite boldnefs (witnefs 
their buildings, particularly the Cathedral of.Flo- 
rencc); but it was their only merit. 

■f At Venice. 

though 
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though deddedly fuperior to all other 
modern artifts, they are fo many de- 
grees below the Greeks, that I never 
looked at their works but with cold- 
nefs. But if this cpvjntry js weak * in 
Artifts of this clafs, the Vatican alone, 
the Capitol alone, or the Tribune 
alone, contains more works of fculpture 
made by the Greeks, and fuperior to 
all praife, than is to be found in the reft 
of Europe. 

* Compared with Greece* 



C 3 LET- 
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LETTER IV;: 



I T A L T. 

T7EW nations in Europe have re- 
■*- tained their original characters. 
They have alnioft all adopted the 
French fafliiona and cuftoms ; it is a 
xiniform that they all wear ; Ibme 
aukwardly enough ; others vpith more 
grace. 

The very froall towns in Germany 
have the fame fimplicity they had in 
the time of Tacitus ; but in the larger 
cities every thing is a h Franqoije. It 
is fo much the better for the manners 
and the table ; and fo much the worfe 
for the morals. 

It 
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It were to be wiihed that the Ita- 
lians, who have nothing to lofe in 
point of morals, would imitate the 
French in every thing. In the North 
of Italy they are much Frenchified ; 
but the inhabitants of the South are, 
diffimulation excepted, fuch as nature 
formed them. The Romans have 
changed little as to the fundamental 
part of their character * fince Saluit. 
And as for the Neapolitans, they are 
pure (or rather indeed very rmpure) 
nature. 

* Ignavijim homines . . . aliud claujiim in 
ptRoret aliud fromptum in Utigud habere i amici~ 
tiajf inimieitiai, nen ex re fed ex cemmede a/limare ; 
magifque vultum jaam i/^enium bonum habere . . . 
viri pati mttliebria ; milieres pudicitiam in prepay 
tulo habere. 

There is a pi^Qre paiaced two thoufaod ^eats 
ago, and its colours are lUll frefl). 

C 4 The 
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- .The Koman and Neapolitan ore to- 
tally oppbfite ; the one is clofe and 
myfterious; the other frank and open. 
The Neapolitan cannot bear the Ro- 
man ; but the Roman does not hate 
the Neapolitan. They ridicule each 
other as nJuch as they can. Thecha- 
Tadler to excite laughtcfr in the Nea- 
politan Pieces is the Roman Abbe ; as 
in the Pieces ttiafle at Rome it is the 
J^nchinelio* of Naples. They are 
^th very jealous of the fnperiority <£ 
their cities which have nothing iii 
common. Rome is/omirsus and ma- 
jeftk; Naples is chearfBl and gay. 
Home is the capital of the iiniverfe for 
the arts ; Naples for fituation. 

• AtHmie ihey call ill tie KenpoStaM 
PunehincUos. . -■ 

I con- 
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I cMifefs, I have been often tempted 
to think, that the Roman was horn a 
dtffcrtibler. Certain it is, he has great 
eafe in riie pi-a^SHce of diflembltng, and 
that he fucceeds in it to admiration. Ca^ 
taline, fays Saluft % feigned and dif- 
fembled all that he chofe. The na- 
tion, fays Juvenal, affedted morals, 
and lived in continual debauches f. 
But Cataline was a iingle villain ; 
and Juvenal only fpeaks of the pro- 
fligates of the age. Romulus pre- 
tended to fee twelve vultures to de- 
ceive his brother. The good Numa 
pretended to have a correfpondence 
with the Nymph Egeria. The firft 

* Cujuflibct rei fimulator ac dilfiraulator. 
. ^-PHJ- Curios fimuIaLt, it Bacchanalia \U 
\ttau' 

Brutus 
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Brutus counterfeited madnefs; and 
the fecond Brutus diflerabled fo well, 
that Csfar faw nothing but fmiles 
upon his fac«, until he felt his dagger 
in bis heart. 
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LETTER V. 

f 

ITALY. 

THERE are honeft people every 
where, fays the Norman : true ; 
but it muft be allowed it is lefs eafy 
to find them in Italy than any where 
elfe. The nation is exceedingly poor, 
and that * coUnfellor of evil. Hunger, 
makes them commit many rogueries. 
It is not, however, as is generally be- 
lieved, a country of robbers and aflaf- 
fins. My countrymen travel there 
almoft continually, and for thirty years 
paft there has been but one accident 
which happened to them, or to any 
of their people ; and even that ought 

* MaUfuadafamtt, 

not 
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not to be meationed as an excdptiotl. 
As the CQijrier of aq Fogliih (juke was 
paffing a river, he ftruck one of the 
boat, men with his \yhip, and the boat- 
man fhot him. 

The country in general, efpe9iajljr 
Naples, fw^rms with pick-pockets. 
The beft advice I caij give you is that 
wbjcb J Bproan gave me. Shtjt ypur 
dpprs well) mi if you lofe any thing, 
do not look for it. He had loft a dis- 
Djond ripg wprth fifty guineas, aq<i 
lie loft twepty more in eodeavourinj 
to fin4 it. 



LET- 
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L E T T E R VI. 

ITALY. 

MEDIOCRITY is rare here; 
every thing is in extremes. No 
where is lb fine mufic to he heard ; no 
where (except at the Opera of Paris) 
are the ears ib cruelly tortured : the 
eyes are charmed and tormented al- 
ternately by the moft fuperb and moil 
deteftable pictures and ftatues. No 
citizen^*; an eXceffive luxury amongft 
individuals t ; and the people in the 
moft abjeift milery. It is the fame in 
regard to religion ; you will fee no- 
thing but a blind fuperftition or deter- 
mined 

• Particularly at Romp. 
-j- Illis divitias fiiperare, nobis rem famiiiarein 
etiam ad necelfaria decile; illos biiias an am- 
plius 
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mined atheifts. But of all the ex- 
tremes the moft flriking are thofc 
which are obferved in the character of 
the nation. The Italian, in general, 
is exceedingly good, or wicked to a 
degree. There are excellent hearts 
in this country ; but, like the great 
pictures, they are fcarce. Men are 
born there with ftrong paffions, and, 
not receiving any education, it is not 
aftoniftiing that they often commit 
great crimes. Under a cold exterior 

plius domos continuare (the Prince Borghcfe bai a 
mrji magnijicent Palace at Rome, a villas whofe 
riches are inconceivable within a quarter of an 
hour of the city-, and three other villas at Fref- 
cati); nobis larem familiarem nufquam ullum efle. 
Cum tabulas, figna, toreumata emunt, nova 
diruunt, alia Eedificant (this is preci/ely what this 
Prince is doing the moment I write); poflremo 
omnibus modis pecuniain rrabunr, vcxant, tamea 
lumma libiditic divitias fuas vinccrc nequcunt. 
they 
D,g,i,7?<iT,Gooj^le 



t 47 ] 
they conceal burning hearts; and 
their exterior is cold only to conceal 
their hearts. Love, Jealoufy, and 
Revenge, are their ruling pallions; 
as they think only of the fenfual part 
of love, and know well the conftitu- 
tions of their women, and the wiles 
of their rivals, their Jealoufy is al- 
ways awake, and their Revenge is 
implacable. 

As to underftanding, it is nearly the 
fame ; men of talents form the large 
clafs ; there are few fools ; and * mid- 
dling men are very rare. " Why 
" then, you will afk, do thefe men 
" produce nothing excellent r' Becaufe 
they have ungoverned imaginations, 

* It is the reverfe in the North of Europe : 
men of middling parts make the large clafs; 
men of abilities are fcarce. 

and 
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and no philofophy ; and becaufe good 
tatte has not yet penetrated into their 
country. And why has not good 
tafte entered Italy ? Becaiife Italy has 
neither a London nor a Paris ; and 
becaufe Ihe never had a * Lewis, the 
fourteenth. 

Travellers are often miftaken in 
judging the Italian, efpecially the 
Neapolitan. They think he has no 
fenfe, becaufe he wants t ideas. A 
man can have but few ideas when he 
has never been out of his own coun- 

* I know you will quote Julius H. and I^o X. 
Examine a little, and yoH will find fome (hades 
between them and Lewis the fourteenth. 

f Men, faid a traveller to me at Naples, 
.affemble in fome countries to talk, and that is 
called Cctnpany. Sheep gather together to look 
ai each other, and that is called a Flock. You 
faw Companies in France; you will fee Flocks 
here. 

try, 
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try, and when he has read nothing ; 
but examine the Neapolitan on all the 
fubjedls with which he is acquainted, 
and you will fee whether he wants 
natural capacity. He refejnbles the 
ibil of his country : a field well tilled 
in Naples produces the moft plentiful 
crops ; neglet5ted, it yields but briars 
and thiftles. It is the fame with the 
genius of the inhabitants ; cultivated, 
it is capable of every thing ; unfilled, 
it produces only folly and vice. 
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LETTER VII. 



ITALY. 

*" I "^ H E Italian women are not hamJ- 
J- fome in general ; but when they 
make a conqueft they know how to* 
keep it. More perfect than the men 
in the refinements of diffimulationy 
they have an apparent franknefs in 
their manner, which deceives even the 
Italians. Add to this the enchant- 
ment of their voices — I am per- 
fuaded that the moft dangerous of all 
women is a woman of wit who know§^ 
how to fing. 

I cannot iUy that thefe ladies are 

remarkable for the fteadinefsof their 

attach- 
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Attachments either to their hnlbands 
or their lovers. But then they fay it 
is not their fault ; but the men's. 
Pray, Madam, faid I to one, how can 
the Ladies of this country permit 
themfelves fo many lovers ? Why, fays 
Ihe, ' what would you have us do ? 
Women were born to love, and we 
take a hufband. This huiband grows 
lick of lis in a fli6rt time, negleiSs us, 
and attaches himfelf to another wo- 
man. I am. fure I never thought of 
a lover till I was convinced that I had 
been wronged. No indeed, Sir, I ne- 
ver was guilty of an Infidelity of Ima- 
gination towards my hufband till I 
was certain of his bafenefs. Allow 
then a little for the frailty of our na- 
tures, an inattentive htifband, an 
adiduous lover, a warm climate, an 
D 2 inex- 
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inexperienced head, and a tender 
heart. Is it eafy for us to refift ? But 
fee thefe men. — This lover quits 
US — We feel a horrid void; it 
muft be filled ; we take another 
lover — r and another — and another, 
for they all forfake us ; fo that you 
lee it is not we that are to bl&me, but 
the men ; for there is not one of them 
knows what it is to be conftant ; 

F. la fede d^li' amanu 
Come I'Araba fcoicej 
Che Ti fia ciafcua lo dice. 
Dove fia DefTua lo fa< 

■ The conflancy of loTers it like the Phcenix oP 
Arabia -, every body fays there is one ; nobody 
knows where it is. 
• 

Four veries of Metaftafia make a 

proof for an Italian lady ujwn any 

fubje(5t.whatever ; for they enter into 

her 
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her foul by a part where her feelings 
are exquifite ; I mean by her ear. 
Add then the charm of Poetry to the 
profound Logic I have mentioned, 
and fay whether you can blame thefe 
poor innocents for an inviolable at- 
tachment to their principles, which 
are happily comprifed in thefe three 
lines ; 

Moiti averne, 
Un godernc, 
K cangiar fpeffo. 

To have many, (lovers) 

To enjoy one. 

And to change often. 

P, S. This is little to what other 
travellers will tell you. I often heard 
that the women of Naples made very 
lively attacks upon ftrangers ; and I 
remember that a young French-man 
D 3 told 
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told me, on my arrival there, that the 
women here aik you to come tq 
make love to them, aS they afk you at 
Paris to dinner ; but you may excufo 
yourfelf by faying you are engaged* 
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LETTER VIII. 



ITALY. 

THE Chevalier Servant belongs 
exdufively to Italy, asthePf//V- 
Maitre does to France. The Italians 
formerly were full of fentiment ; antl 
in the days of Chivalry they carried 
their notions of Love and Friendfliip 
to a height of which at prefent no- 
body has an idea. When a man of 
noble birth married a woman, feeling 
the impoffibility to amufc her conti- 
nually, he entrufted her to his deareft 
friend, who ferved at once to proted: 
her againft foreign attacks, and to rc- 
heve the hufbund of the half of his 
D 4 atten- 
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attentions. His duty was to talce care 
of the lady ly day, and td amufe lier 
jnorally by all the means in his power. 

But the heft inftitutions have been 
abufed ; and what does not time cor- 
rupt.' The morals of the country 
have degenerated; the Platonic fire, 
which Petrarch had re-kindled, is now 
extinguifhed, and the ftate of the 
Chevalier Servant is become the moft 
corrupt of any under Heaven : his 
duties are entirely changed, and his 
fituation is become the moft diigrace- 
f 111 that I know, for before he can en- 
joy the privileges of Love, the wretch 
is obliged to facrifice Friendftiip, 

The huiband ftill chufes the Cbe- 
valier Servant, Cuftom has efta- 
bliflied the praftice ; there is no rea- 
soning about it 5 it is a ridicule for the 
bulband. 
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hulband, and a diflionour to the lady, 
if (he has not a Cigijbie. Befides, the 
hillband finds his intereft in it ; for 
thus he reafons : " By giving a Cigijbee 
" to my wife, I know well I give her a 
" lover; but I am in the falhion ; 
" cuftom has decreed it ; and I am 
" neither more ridiculous nor more 
" unhappy by the infidelity of my 
** wife than the relt of my country- 
*' men. If I do not give her one, 
** what is the confequence ? I pafs for 
" a * jealous man, and my wife, in- 
" flead of one lover, takes fix ; the lot 
" of every Italian husband is to fuffer 
.** and to dijfemble ; and one muft learn 
" to fubmit to one's fate." His rea- 

* Strange it is, that an Italian fears no tidi- 
-cule fo mneh as itiat of being thooglit jealous ; 
and it is tiie univerfal cbafa^er of the nation. 

foning 
■ 3 r X 
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foiling is juft, and his decifion fen-* 
fible. Of two evils he chnfes the 
leaft. 

Why then, you will a(k, does he 
marry at all ? It is by the fame reafon- 
ing. I do not know what ancient has 
laid ; ** People attend ; women are 
** an evil ; but yet, Citizens, we can- 
" not live in our houfes without this 
** evil; for to be married and not to 
** be married js equally an evil." The 
circumftanccs of fortune and connect 
tions, added to this calculation, deter- 
mine all the Italians to marry. 

Among thefe hufbands there are 
fome who think themfelves cunning 
by giving their wives two Chevaliers, 
They imagine that one will prevent 
the other. Alas ! they are pnly dou- 
bly dupedt 

The 
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The Cigijbee is authorized by the' 
hulband to vifit his wife whenever he 
chufes. He affifts at her toilet, attends 
her in her airings/ to the play-houle, 
is of her party at cards, 8cc. &c. K 
would be indecent to alk a lady to 
dinner or fupper without inviting her 
knight : it would be a want of good- 
breeding to aik the huiband. Befides, 
he has his own fervice to attend ; and 
he adts with the wife of another friend 
the fame part that his friend ails with 
his. All this makes an imbroglio ol 
Love and Friendfhip, which would be 
fomic if it was not Jbociing. 

You fee then that opportunities are 
not wanting, There is, however, a 
particular nioment in which one may 
fay, that Cupid triumphs ofteneit over 
Hymen ; it is at the beginning of the 
2 night. 
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night. The Italians reclcon their hours 
in a fingular manner. They call the 
beginning of night the twenty-fourth 
hour, or the Jve Maria; an hour 
after it is one hour of night, and they 
continue to reckon two, three, Sec. 
till twenty-four again. Throughout 
the year, at the twenty-third hour (an 
hour before night) the Chevalier and 
his Lady go out in their carriage ; 
they ftay together two hours, for the 
Coniierjations do not begin till one 
hour of night. The firft of thefe two 
hours it is ftill day-light; they fee, 
are feen, and make their * bows. 
The fecond hour it is dark ; the Lady 
and Gentleman know not how to em- 
ploy themfelves, and flander fays — ?• . 

* Effemial tt'njueite at Koiiw, and indifpen- 
fable at Naples, 

There 
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There is a circumilance which will 
furprize you fometimes at Rome^ 
When youaddrefs a woman in a circle, 
her Chevalier Servant will be the firft 
to admire your wit, to find you charm- 
ing, and to do . all in his power to 
make you agreeable to the lady. You 
will think in the beginning that this 
is diflembled. O you are too fevere ! 
Thefe people have moments of fince- 
rity as well as others, and at that in- 
ftant they are fincere. It is a young 
prelate who pays his court, not from 
love, but from intereft. His heart is 
fixed upon another objeift ; and he is 
too happy when he can find a ftranger 
to ihare the weight of his fatigues. 

You will often fee women with 

three or four flaves in their train. 

They give an arm to one ; another 

arni 
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arm to a-fecond ; a fan, a cloa^ fome' 
thing to carry to content the others. 
Be aiTured, that the mod refpecftful is 
the happy man ; or, in the language 
of the country, the good one (il buono), 
for to be exceedingly refpeftful and 
very difcreet are two of the three ta- 
lents that an Italian lady requires in a 
lover. 



LE t- 

D,g,i,7?d-,Google 



t 63 ] 



LETTER IX. 



TfALTAM ! Italiam! I never kniew 
a being who faw it without being 
enchanted ; nor who could fpeak of 
it without enthufiafm. Like Shake" 
fpear,it is inexhauftible in riches ; and, 
like him, it has beauties to captivate 
the whole human race. The lover 
of natural hiftory, of antiquity, of 
politicks, may find there perpetual 
enjoyments in the examination of the 
different governments, of the precious 
monuments '^^ of antiquity, and of 

* Delle reliquie del fuperbo impcro. 

the 
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the prodigious variety of natural pro" 
du^lions. If a hundred men of parts 
travelled through Italy, if every one 
of them obferved from himfelf, and 
if every one of them wrote a book 
upon the fubjefl, they might make a 
hundred excellent books, of which no 
two would be alike ; and the fubjeft 
would be ftill new. A hundred others 
who ihould follow them might fay an 
infinity of true and interefting thing* 
which never had been faid before. 

A great enjoyment for a man who 
loves letters is to have, in all his walks, 
his Horace in one pocket, and his Vir- 
gil in the other, and to look at a thou- 
fand objeffts which have been painted 
by thefe mailers. This, I confefs, 
was one of my great pleafiires ; and 
though few men have as much indul- 
gence 
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gehce as I have 'for: the- divsfCity 6f 
taftes amofrg maHkina; yet 1 danrifit 
help faying I pity the traveller Who is 
itlfenfible to this plea&re. A great 
Writer'never throws riufaword at-t^ll- 
dotn ; all 'his cxpre&ons are^predotis, 
and there are a thdxiiand paffages'm 
Virgil and Horace, which can fcareety 
be underftood, but which it is impof- 
lible to feel without having feen Italy. 
•Pr^ceps jinio — to feel prttcips, yOu 
tnuft gb to Tivoli. -1 could 'quote 
nlimberlefs examples, but I flrall-only 
tttetltion one or two : 

Nulias in orbe locus Baiia'p^lucet amtrnJs : 
It is impoflible to feel pr^lucit \i^1 
at Baise. 

£t molles iil^tabitor xre capillos ; , 
fays Horace ; and the reader thinks 
he nnderftands him; I defy him till 
E he 
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he has feen the Bronzes at Portici; 

■ and let him ahfwer me when he re- 
turns from Naples. 

■: There is a foftnefs in tbefc hairs 

. which, cannot be conceived withoat 
feeing them. Virgil did not tafte 

;thefe. works lefi feelingjy than Ho- 
race ; : 

Excudent alTi fpirantia mollius asra :. 

.' Spirotitia and fmilins — You muft go> 
to.f Portici — the Mercury fitting 
on the rock, (he. Drunken Faun, the 
Bufts of Plato, of Seneca, and parti- 
cularly -Scipip's," are beyond imagina- 
tion. 

Et Tjiwj ducent de marmore vultua f 

can only be felt at the Vatican. 
Marble and Bronze are cold and dead 
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in all other works that I have feen ; 
they breathe only coming out of the 
hands of the * Greeks. 

Another point of view then in 
which Italy appeared to me to be pe- 
culiarly interefting is, that it gives the 
traveller an idea of the Greek nation. 
I do not feek to give you poliih'd periods, 
nor to make a parade of a pompous and 
barren eloquence. I wifli only to 
give you with fimplicity fome ideas ; 
and I Ihall now ihew you naturally 
the impreffions that the Greeks made 
on me, and the manner in which thofe 
impreffions were produced. 

* You remember the word of the celebrated 
Painter, who after having looked at the borfe of 
Marcus Aiirelius, at the Capitol, a long time in 
iilence, cried out to him, •* Walk." 

E 2 ^e 
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Tlie 'firll time I went round flie 
Capitol, the Vatican, and tKe Vitta 
Borgheje, I did not permit tlie man 
who aittended trie to fay a word ; and 
I did riot aik him a iingle queftioii. 
My intention was to examine 'dvery 
thing with inipartiality, and not to Be 
duped by the praifes of riiy guide, n6r 
to let myfelf be impofed on by cele- 
brated naiiies. At the fame time I 
meant to make a trial of tiiy tafte for 
the Beautiful, aiid to fee if 1 Was able 
to difcover what was mdft perfet^, arid 
to give to each object its jiift prbpor- 
tion of praife. I often exclaimed to 
myfelf, " Great ! Beautiful ! Sub- 
" lime ! What aftonifliing men thefe 
** Italians !" I continued to vilit in 
this manner for fome time, and my 
admiration of the Italians increafed 
every 
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every day. At laft, when I had well 
examined the works, 1 had a mind to 
know the authors, and to fee if Fame 
and I agreed upon the merit of their 
performances. I.aiked my guide then, 
by whom is that ftatue ? Sir, by a 
Greek fculptor. — That one? By a 
Greek fculptor. — That one? They were 
all by Grecian artifts. Then, fays I, 
I was miftaken ; and I muit fay the 
Greeks are altoni (liing, and not the 
Italians. From that moment to this, 
this idea gains ground with me every 
day ; I coniider the Greek nation not 
only as the beft fource of a perfe<5l 
taiie in all the arts, but as the only 
one. All the artifts who have had 
the moft perfect tafte formed them- 
felves upon them ; and it is not fuf- 
ficient to form one's felf upon their 
E 3 fcholars, 
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fcholars, we muft go to the mafters: 
and I do not hefitate to affirm, that 
the univerfal decline of tafte in the 
arts arifes chiefly from negledling to 
ftudy the Greeks. I am fo fully per- 
fuaded of this truth, that now hav- 
ing the intention to write a * confi- 
derable work in Englifti, I am deter- 
mined, at my return to my country, 
to recommence the ftudy of the Greek 
avithors, and to take them alone for 
models. 

The more one examines the Greeks, 
the more one is aftoniflied. They 
united the fire of the Italians to the 
patience of the Butch, and we find 
amongft them alone the moft fublime 

■^ . . . Aliqula jamdudum invadere magnum 
Mens agitac mihi, oec placida contenia 
quiete eft. 

works 
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■works finlfhed with an attention that 
genius "too often negletfts. It is in 
confecjuence of this ifnion of genius,' 
tafte, and patience, that the 'Greeks 
have that acknowledged fuperiority 
they poffefs over all nations, and that 
by \iniverfal confent a work is more 
perfect in proxrortion as it approaches 
more nearly to their manner. For 
what veafon is the voice of Europe 
unanimous in favour of Raphael ? 
Bccaufe Raphael formed himfelf on 
the Greeks. Why is Falladio the 
prince of architedls ? Becaufe Palladio 
formed himfelf on the Greeks. Why 
are Michael Angelo, Fiammingo, Al- 
gardi, the moll celebrated fculptors ? 
Only tor the fame reafon; they all 
formed themfelyes on the Greek 
models. 

E 4 j:xa- 
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Examine this idea alfo in letters, 
Wiiq are tlie molt perfeifl aiitjiors in 
France ?. Racine, Boileau. In Italy ? 
Taflo, and ^^etaftafio, In England?. 
Addilpri, and Pope, who all followed 
the. footfteps of the Greeks; and if 
you take the trouble to examine the 
writers of the age of Auguftus, you 
will fee, that its greate;ft ornaments all 
imitated the Greeks. Virgil borrowed 
from them the ground-work of his 
Geofgics, his Eclogues, and his ^neid. 
Cicero forpaed himfelf on the Greek. 
orators, and on Horner. Is it neceflary 
for me to fay, that Terence formed 
himfelf on Menander, Livy on Hero- 
dotus, and Salluft on Thucydides.' 
.Why has Horace more fuhlimity than 
all other Lyric poets! Bec^ufe he 
formed himfelf on Pindar. Why has 
he 
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he more grace than they ? Becaufe he. 
ftudied Anacreon and Alcaeiis. Why, 
does he abound with good fenfe, wit^ 
and morality : Why is he an arbiter 
of tafte from whofe decifion there is 
no appeal ? Becaiife he lived with the 
Athenians, and Athens was the center 
of good tafte, good fenfe, of philo- 
fophy, and the arts. Gracia capta, 
viSiorem cepit ; a man was not confi- 
dered as well educated in the age of 
Augaftus, xinlefs he had pafled a cer- 
tain time at Athens ; and you know 
that Cicero and a great part of the 
Roman nobility fent their Ions there 
to be educated. You will fee, that in 
all countries good tafte entered with 
the ftudy of the Greeks ; and Horace 
fays, 

Berus enim Grsecis admovic acumiaa chartis,. 
to 
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to explain why bad tafte had re- 
mained fo long amongfl: the ancient 
Italians. 

Horace and Virgil were the molt 
perfedt poets of their time, as Maecenas 
was the amateur who had molt tafte. 
I lee then that thefe three men formed 
themfelves on the Greeks. As to the 
poets, it is well known ; and Horace 
fays it of Msecenas, 

Dofte ferirones utriufque lingux. 

I fee after that all nations began to 
have tafte, when they began to 
cultivate the Greeks, and that they at- 
tained different degrees of perfe»5tion 
in proportion to the conftancy with 
which they followed thefe models. 
1 fee that all this is equally true for 
individuals, and I helitate no longer 
to 
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to conclude that the Greeks are the 
fole models of a fure and perfeft tafte 
in all the arts*. 

If you are curious to enquire into 
the caufe of this fuperiority of the 
Greeks over all other nations, you will 
find it eafily in a concurrence of hap- 
py circumftances. Their government 
conduced to it ; liberty reigned there; 
their country was full of great cha- 
racters, and their hiftory of great 
events; their religion t contributed 
to it ; it was all poetical and favour- 
able in the higheft degree to painting, 

* Confidcring all the ans collcftively, I fliouU 
give the firft place to Greece, the fccond to Italj', 
the third to France, and the fourth to England. 

■f There is nothing fo gay as the Greek My- 
thology. I know a iiation for which it fccras 
jnadc on puri ofe. 

fculpture, 
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fcujpjture. Sec, &c. ^very one l^npw^ 
how. ijj^ch all the ar^s were ^cpq- 
ragetl, and the climate was not; lefs 
favmi|-ab|e to them tjjaq thp Ma^e- 
iiaijes, Natifre thej-e wa? beai)tjfiil ; 
and the^ orgapifation of tl)e. natives 
^as uricqmoiQnly, good '•». ^pXi if is 
noX ne.Qelf3ry.to,look. for thecaufes of 
the, fiipej-jority of, thefe men, either, in 
their r,e]j§iop, qx in their, goverriment, 
in the fpod which they lived on, or in 
the air that they breathed,: Horace 
liudied the nation on the fppt (the 
only poflihle way to know a nation to 
the bottom) ; and he feems to me to 

* And is fo ftill: thefe men have at this day 
a fuperiority in tlie way they employ themfelves, 
in commerce ; their addrefs even is proverbial ; 
for ir is commonly faid, " He ia as acute as a 

Greek." 

' have 

D,g,l,7?<lT,GOOglC 



have explained it in two words : 

Graiis iage'nium ... 

prceter laudem nuUius araris. 

Tile ilnion of thefe two -principles 
is fiifltdent to produce the greateft 
effedb. In a couiitry far different 
from Greece, geiiius joined t6 a thirft 
of glory jiroducedi Julius Cajfar; and 
in another country, oppofite in every 
thing 'to Athens and tb Rome, the 
fame combination formed a Frediridk. 
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T EttERS X, Xfy Xir, and XIIT, 
contain advice to a young French 
poet, "they would be ufelefs in Eng' 
land, IJhall only tranjlate the con- 
clujion of one of tbem. 
, . , Confumed by the devouring iSre of 
genius, and panting for fame, you 
feel it impoflible not to write ; and 
every inftant appears to you an age, 
until 

. . . . et te qnoque pofEs 
Tollere homo, tiftorque virura ToUtarc per 
ora. 

T admire the noble pafiion that in- 
flames you; and it is becaufe I inte- 
reft rayfelf in that glory which you 
idolize, that I prefume to give you 
fome advice. 

4 When 
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When you compofe, dare to forget 
the age you live in. Never have for 
judges but Horace, Boileau, and Lon- 
ginus; and if your imagination has 
need of afliflance, place their bufts be- 
fore your de&. Alk their opinions 
upon each paflage that you write, and 
upon each period that you compofe, 
and they will never deceive you. But, 
above all, thinli of the future : life is 
.fliort and uucertain. Perhaps the 
day after the impreffion of your firft 
work, you may enter the grave. 
. Peath is fure : but if your book is 
good, it will live for ever. Think then 
only of the future, and avoid thofe 
common men who tell you the con- 
trary. This idea will fublime your 
thoughts, and teach you to eftimate 
every thing according to its real va- 
lue ; 
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hie ; you'will^heh itibdue youragej 
you Svill receive ft"om it the ihcente 
which you defire; yriuwill command 
the iadmhation of thofe who run the 
foihe'cotirfe 'with you; you •will force 
them tbiftiile the jealoufy which con- 
fumes theih; and. you will fly froiu, 
age to age'^^'ith Homer, "Virgil, 'Shak- 
iQjtarc, arid Corrieille, to a glorious and 
certiia immortality. 

Tb give to this immortality a dou- 
lile fplendour, and that it may do hO* 
noiir to your foiil, as Well as to your 
'genius, whatever be the kind of writ- 
ing you adopt, fullaih with vigour the 
caufe of morality. And be perfuaded, 
that although fome l)o6ks may enjdy 
the fanaticifm of a moment, the woi'k 
alone, of which found morality is the 
bafiS) will have a reputation that will 
increafe 
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increafe from century to century ; 
while that of a work formed on falfe 
principles will diminiih from day to 
day. What a fublime genius was 
that of Jean, Jaques ! How aftoniih- 
ing a wit was Voltaire ! But will the 
immortality of the author of the New 
Hehife be ever worth that of the au- 
thor of ClariHa ? And where is the 
man, who, were he to die to-morrow, 

'and had the choice given him, would 
not rather prefent himfelf before pof- 
terity with felemacbus alone in his 
hand, than with the forty volumei of 

• Monlieur de Voltaire .' 
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L E T T E R XIV. 



I T A L r. 

To the Right Honourable the Earl of 
BRISTOL, &c. Sec. Sec. 

Why bound oQr taftcs ? 
The man of fenfe ihould reunite them aU^ - 
Fbiiofopber ef SoMt-fm^. 

T Never in my life faw any one but 
■■■ your lidrdlhip to whoitt this laft 
Vetfe cotflti be addrelTed Wkh propri- 
ety. The number of Aieti who ha«e 
tafte in the world is incredibly fmall. 
It is inconceivable how few taftes even 
Ihofe have who pafs for having moft. 
Mr.Such-a-one, it is faid, has a perfeil 
tafte in poetry : converfe with him a 
quarter 
* D'o,i,7.d-,Googlc 
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iqliaiter of an hour, you will fintl:jhat 
he underftancls tragedies atid fugitive 
jxiems, Tajfc to him of Epic or Ly- 
ric poetry, he is an utter ftracger to 
both. This man notwithftaoding 
ihall be a poet ; and (hall make very 
fine as welj. as very pretty verfes. 
;Another fliall be a perfe^ judge of 
eloqijence, and not underftaud any 
^li>ecies of poetry. 

It is the fajue with painters. No- 
body underfiands hilbrical pictures 
lefs than a landfcape-painter ; lior 
landfcapes lefs than a painter of por- 
traits : and in general I have remark- 
ed that artifts are the men whofe tafte 
is moit hmited and leaft to be depend- 
ed upon : attached fblely to a parti- 
cular kind, they value only that ; and 
.ei^eming in that kind only their own 
■ F 2 works, 
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works, they judge all their competitors 
with harlhnefs and envy. 

The people whom I found to have 
the mod tafte were men of the world, 
well born and well bred, who had 
lively feelings, found judgments, and 
a defire to acquire knowledge. In this 
clafs, my Lord, you appear to me to 
hold the firft rank. I have heard you 
talk on poetry, painting, fculpture, 
politicks, eloquence, and natural hif- 
tory, with a knowledge and delicacy 
which announced the artift ; but with 
a noblenefs and an impartiaEty which 
proved that you were not one. 

Let no mean foul imagine I flatter 
you. Your talents are known ; and if 
there is a word, which I have laid, 
that is not literally true, the world, as 
well as yourfelf, will fee the falfehootl; 
inftead 
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iliftead of compliments thofe are far- 
cafms againft you, and it is not my 
intention to be your iatiriit. 

Maecenas was mafter of two lan- 
guages : you are of five. It is then 
to you, and to thofe who, like you, 
know how to value the grand, the 
beautiful, and the fublime, that I dare 
praife a nation, which feems to have 
fallen into difrepute in this age, al- 
though flie reckons amongft her ad- 
mirers a Horace and a Virgil, a Racine, 
a Boileau, arid a Fenelon. 

Heaven keep me from copying the 
ridiculous blaiphemies begotten by Ig- 
norance upon Folly, with which we 
are overwhelmed every inltant ! ' Ho- 
mer, they tell us, has nothing in his 
favour but his antiquity ; and the 
xeading the Iliad fatigues one to death. 
F3 Alk 
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Aik thefe critics a fingte queftiori, they 
prove by their firft anfwer, that it is 
imixjffible for them to judge him ; 
for they all * allow they do not mjder- 
ftand his language. To judge the 
Iliad on a Tr:mflation, or the Apollo 
on a print — Speak for them all you 
who have meditated entire days in the 
Certile de Behedere, and who, like 
Horace, have -more than once + read 
Homer in the language in ^vhich he 
vtrote, 

But who are thofe who condemn 
Homer ? Men who do not transport 

* It is very rare to meet a man in Francf that 
undcrilftnds Greek; when a Frenchman pulhcd 
me hard in an argwnem, I always knocked hint 
down tt/irh, 

f Trojani belli fcripiorem, maxime Loll), 
p(ii|i tu dcclaniM Romce, Prjenefte r^legi. 

fhemfelves 
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themfelves either into his age or his 
country, and who know nothing 
about his religion. Men petrified * 
by underftanding, but who have nei- 
ther imagination nor feeling; and 
^ho are ignorant .that this poet was 
fung by heart by all the different 
cla^s of a nation who had the molt 
acute utiderftandings, the moft poliflied 
imaginations, and the moft exquilite 
fenfibility of any people that ever ex- 
ifted. 

Hopiec is the prince + of poets and 
of poetry. His Iliad is a diamond 
which has a thoufand fides, and all of 

* This word expreffes my meaning well ; 
men grown hardeaed and cold by the force of 
reafon. 

f Mark, Reader, I only faid Prince ; 1 kept 
KJ/tg (in petto) for Sbakefpear. 

F 4 them 
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them equally brilliant and folid. It 
is an inexhauftible mine of riches; 
and Virgil and Taflb are but fuccefs- 
ful plunderers. In it are found the 
fources of every fpecies of beauty and 
of grace. In it are to be found the 
majeftic, the terrible, the pathetic, and 
the fublime. Homer is the fun ; Vir- 
gil fliines with a mild, (I had almolt 
fiid) pale light, which he borrows 
from him. Homer is a Model of 
eloquence ; every one knows how 
much Cicero frudied him. Homer 
has created painters and fculptors ; 
and one of the fineft ornaments of 
the Vatican, the Jupiter of Phidias, is 
of his invention. But why fpeak the 
praifes of Homer ? Horace has praifed 
liim ; Eoileau has prail^d him ; the 
.ffineid, 
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Maeidyind ibe Jernfalem Delivered, 
praife him from beginning to end ». 

Thofe critics condemn him becaufe 
they fay he wants fenle and reaibn ; 
and he appears to them ^o want reaibn 
and fenle, becaufe they do not know 
that the Greek Allegories (which they 
call chimseras and marvellous) were 
all founded upon reafon and truth ; 
and that they contained the finefl mo- 
rality, which made Horace fay, tliat 
Homer taught t philofophy better than 
many others who were philofophers 
by profeflion. 

If the admiration of Virgil for this 
Father of Poetry, proved by a conti- 

;^ Thefe ideas are ratber old in London : 
they were very new laft winter at Paris. 

-|- Qui quid fit pulchrum, quid turpe, quid 

utile, quid non, 
Plenius ac melius Chryfippo St Crantorc dicit, 

nual 
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nual itxHtatHm^ ist^es no efl&(^ on 
them; if the judgment of liorac^ 
stokes none; 

Noil fi friorti Mxonlus tenet 
- 9edes Hoaerns; 

if they defpife the fiiflfrage of Dante; 

QuegU ? Omero Foctt/ovrana ... * 

..... SigDor dell' attiiCtno camo^ 
C3^/avragli alfri, coTae Jquila,vola : ' " 

If they are infenfible to the enthu- 
fiafm of Longipus for him ; 

** .ThoCt oaly whft b^ve fublimfc and ki'^ 
tboughts can make elevated difcourfes ; and in 
this part Homer chiefly excels, whofe thoughts 
»re all fubltme, as may be -fecQ in the -Defcrip- 
uan of the Gftddefs Difcprd, wh^ has, fays he, 
her head in the ikies and her feet upon earth ; 
for h may be faid, that that grandeur which he 
gives her, is lefs the mcafurc of Difcord, than of 
the edacity and elevation of Homer's genius." 
, . . *' To Homer, that is, to hitn who had al- 
ready received the applaufes of the whole world." 
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- And in another place, fpcaklng ef 
the number of men who were imt* 
tators of Homer, he fays, 

*' riatp, however, is he who has imitated him 
mbft ; for he has drawn from this poei, as front 
^ living fpringt from which bft has turned aa 
ioimife tiiimber of rivulets," 

Treaiife on the Sublime. 

If the authority of Boikau is alio 
without foundation; 

On diroit que pour ptaire inllruit par la nature^ 
Homere ait ^ Venus derobe fa ceinture ; 
, ^on livre e(J d'agremens un fertile trefor. 
Tout ce qu'il a touche fe cosTcrtit fn or. 

If, I fay, the tellimonies of philo^ 
fophers, of poets, and of critics, focl^ 
as Plato, Pope, Boileau, Horace, Lon-^ 
ginus, Dante, and Virgil, do not po-r- 
fuade them, we have only to weep 
with HeracUtus for th^ weaknefs of 
mankind, 
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mankind^ fir laugh vfith the philofo- 
pber of Abdent at their fooliih and 
ridiculous pride. 

I expefl nothing lefs than, to make 
profeljtes ; but, perfuaded that the 
Giecju are the only pure Ibcrce to 
fonn youth, I would wifh to iilence 
thofe ignorant detractors, who are ca- 
pable of impoiing upon young and 
docile minds, and confequently of 
huiting eflentially the progress of the 
aits. 

The Italians have nothing which 
belongs properly to them, except mu- 
£c, and colouring in painting. For 
all the other parts of this art, corapo- 
lilion, drawing, the art of grouping, 
altitudes, mouvement, expreilion, con- 
traftc, drapery, cbara£ier, and grace*; 

* There is doc a word to be taken awaj'. 
4 Raphael 

. .,,.,Coo;(lc 
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Raphael cook, them all frota the in- 
dent llatues and bas-reliefsi 

Let not young people imagine I 
wi(h to miflead them, or that I t^r 
them here only declamation. 1 eii^- 
treat them to confult men of; fetifi^ 
who have leen the Greek works, and 
Who have read their authors in theit 
own language ; and then if any man 
can produce a tragedy fuperior to the 
Oedipus of So{^ocIes ; a poem of 
any kind equal to the Iliad; an orator 
like Demofthenes * ; a divinity in 
marble as good as Che Belvedere Apol- 

* Id th& judgment even of z Roman, tbe 
Greeks were the greateil orators ; " Sed mihi 
mttka legenti, imiUa eudienti conjialfcilf facundia 
Graces, gbrid belli Galhs ante RomaMj fuijfe." 
Salliift, Bell. Cat. 
Virgil was of the faftie opinion ; 
Qrabuitt cm/as melius, 

lo; 
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l^S th^ iubliine ia fcv^pture ^tfaOfA 
as it is in the Laocopn^i expre()ioas,a!i 
true and: atiimated a^ thofe of. the 
fighting; and dying iGJadiatorsj .fuch 
fine andlight drapery * as that of the 
flora ; art elegance and> a fymtnetrjr 
lEHual i<j that ttf t)je AntinoBS i or » 
0em!^]ehmwy as perleift as the Veaus 
afMedici; if,Jfay,anymaBCanftieMf 
jXie ontet ,(>f thefe wt^rlts eqHfiUe^t ; L far 
crifice the Greeks, «ad I necQmqnend 
in their plage tiW' Cpths and thp 
DiiDcb.. 

If there tie any juflnefs in itheiib 
ideas, my Lord, I owe it to you ; and 

* Qui ne-s'y colic point, mais ea Ibive la 

_gEace, 
El fans la ferrer trop, la careffe & rembrafle. 

Molter^, Gloice <la d^me du Vat^e-Of ace* 

I am 
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I am proud to acknowledge that fuch 
^fubtilh veterum judex , and fuch an 
ekgam formarum i^imator, thought 
me worthy to be enlightened by 
him. 






LEt- 
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LETTER XV, 

ITALY. 

r I iHE Logo maggiore at the foot 
-^ of the Alps, in the Milanefe, 
has two iflands which are called the 
Ifola bella and iht.Ifola madre: the 
firft is fmall and pretty; the other 
large and irregular. Situated in the 
middle of a little fea, and furrounded 
by very high mountains, they have 
-nearly the fame advantages of views 
from without. As to the ulterior, it 
is different. The Jfola bella, which 
belongs to the Prince Borromee, has a 
magnificent palace with four fronts, 
«ach of which commands different 
j)rofpei5ts, 

D,o,i,7.<iT,Gooj^le' 



t 97 3 

profpe^s, but all interefting and all 
beautiful. A bold terrace at the end 
of the garden, which commands the 
lake, and which is filled with orange- 
trees, fhrubs, and ftatues, is one of the 
chief ornaments of this delightful 
ifland. But what pleafed me the molt 
were the grottoes, which are paved 
with Mofaic, and which hang over 
the lake. They are an abode (a 
poet would fay) worthy of Neptune, 
when, fatigued with the tumult of the 
fea, he feeks a peaceful and cool afy- 
lum from the heats of a fcorching 
fummer. The lake is filled with 
young peafants of both fexes, who 
eatch fifli. Thefe grottoes offer them 
a foft retreat after their labours, and 
invite them to come to folace their 
G hearts, 
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hearts, and intermingle their -fighs irt 
thofe fecret and myfterious labyrinths; 
The Ifola madre is more rural. As 
1 was walking in pne of its woods, 
Italian founds ftruck my ear. I ap- 
proached, and through a hedge I faw 
a group of young girls finging in 
chorus as they were working in a 
meadow. I never heard a fweeter 
concert. A real joy animated their 
fong ; it was their hearts that fung, 
and mine beat in unifon, O pure 
and fimple pleafures of Nature, how 
you annihilate the imitations of art ! 
How faint and inllpid are all her ef- 
forts compared with you I Do I hear, 
cried I, the voice of enchantrefles ?, 
and do the nymphs of Armida really . 
exift? But let iis lofe the ideas of 
Armida and of enchantment; and let 
us 
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■US ratlwr exclaim with the fimple, th« 
true Virgil ; 

O fortunatos nimium fua fi bona norint 
Agricolas ! 

(O happy if they knew their happy ftatc 
The fwains !) 

And here let us not miftake ; let 
us not imagine that Virgil meant to 
fpeak of peafants in general ; he 
fpeaks only of the peafants of Italy ; 
and this fenfe at that inftant engraved 
itfelf on my mind. Let us pafs the . 
limits of this happy climate, the dif- 
ference is felt the inltant you pafs 
the Alps. But let tis extend our views 
a little farther, and contemplate the 
labourers of the regions of the North. 

Informnatos nimium fua fi mala norint 
(Too wretched if they knew their wretched 
ftate) 

G 2 Thefe, 
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Theft mifenibk countrymen ! Thick 
fogs, dark funs, and an ungrate- 
ful foil, are their horrid portion. 
Ignorant of all the enjoyments of more 
fortunate countries, they fcarcely ve- 
getate, and have nothing to folace their 
unhappy lot but the fad confolation 
of a perfect infenfibility. 

Do you blame me, my dear friend, for 
too often quitting my fubjefl ? I write 
without art, and prefent you a inixture 
of emotions and ideas in the fame difor- 
der in which they ofiered themfelvesto 
me. Toreturnthentotheiflands: they 
are both extremely beautiful ; but one 
is drefled, and the other is wild. They 
fet each other off mutually, and con- 
fpire together to adorn this fuperb 
bafon. I think a Frenchman would 
4 prefer 
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prefer the pretty ijland; an Englifh- 
man, I believe, would be better pleafed 
with the rural one *. 

* Reader, which do yon prefer, the garden 
of the Luxetnbourg, or that of the Tuilleries ? 



G 3 LET- 
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LETTER XVI. 



GENEVA. 

THEY told me here that all the 
girls were chafte ; and I be- 
lieved them, for I am naturally a very 
credulous man. Here are fome rea- 
fons which might tempt a traveller 
lefs fimple than myfelf to fufpeft the 
contrary. There is no play-houfe, 
nor any public amufement in the city 
of Geneva ; and reading is the only 
refource againft ennui. In confequence 
of this, a number of bookfellers hire 
books by the month at a very low 
})rice. The firfl: acquaintance I ge- 
nerally make in a town is that of a 
' bookfeller ; 
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bookfeller ; and during half an hour 
that I was talking with one the day 
after my arrival here, in came three 
girls, one after another, to hire the 
New Hetoife. Pray, faid I to the 
bookfeller, what is the general read- . 
ing of this country ? Young people, 
fays he, like -books with fine fenti- 
■ments ; women a little mature prefer 
thofe which are light and brilliant. 
■H« appeared to me to have unfolded 
his nation by this trait ; the girls all 
enamoured of Roufleau ; the women 
all admirers of Voltaire. Yes, thought 
•T, the thing is clear ; they begin by 
imitating Eloifa ; and wh«i their St. 
-Preux forfake them, or. the devil be- 
gins to frighten them, they read Vol- 
taire to give them courage and fpirits. 
Well, Sir, not at all; I.guefled hke a 
G 4 fool. 
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fool. The girls are all ' virtuous j 
there never was one fufpedled ; and 
what makes this miracle ftill more 
aftonifliing is, they have leave to go 
out by themfelves in the morning, 
and they avail themfelves of it every 
day. 

The Genevefe thinks that he is 
fomewhat like the ancient Roman ; 
as a Petty Prince in Germany thinks 
that he refembles Lewis the Four- 
teenth. 

The tradefman of this country 
is of all men he who impofed upon 
me the moft ; and he cheat? with an 
infolence equal to his bafenefs. 

I faw few people of the firft clafs ; 
but thpfe I did fee appeared to me 
amiable, fenfible, and well informed. 
The men jn general wifh to pafs for 
Mits, the women for free-thinkers. 

^ '', t£J? 
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LETTER XVn. 

L A U 8 A N K E. 

EVERY body is feldom in the 
right; but every body is in the 
right in faying, the Swifs are good 
jjepple. Their country is certainly 
neither the favourite refidence of ge- 
nius nor of tafte ; but you will no 
where fee more fenfible men, nor 
more feretie foreheads. 

A thoufand authors have writtetj 
on the government, and 6n the na- 
tural beauties of this country ; and for 
thi^ reafon I ftiall not fay any thing 
of them. 

You are not miftaken, Sir, in your 
opinion about the beauties of Swit- 
zerland ; 
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zerland ; but you are miftaken in 
your opinion of an Englilh beauty. 
The features Greek, the complexion 
Englifli, the throat Italian; nothing, 
you fay, can be fuperior to that, I 
zfk. your pardon ; her untlerftandingis 
fuperior to h^ beauty ; and the fweet- 
■nefs of hei^ difpofition is fuperior to 
her tinderftanding. But you ought to 
■have' feen Lady Louifa Hervey longer 
(than you did, to know the merits fhe 
poffefles. The beauties of her per^ 
fon, and the charms of her voice', 
ought to- have enchanted you ; but 
■ifyou had feen her longer, you would 
•Jiave given only the fecond place to 
her accomplifliments and to her ati- 
tradtions. 

:'. Her natural timidity gives her at 

firrt an air of referve, and hinders 

her 
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her from ftiewing her true value. It 
is not till after an acquaintance of 
Ibme time, when flie will venture to 
unfold herfelf, that you will difcover 
a generofity and delicacy of fentiment, 
in which you will diftinguifli her^fa- 
ther and mother, and a juftnels of ob- 
fervation and of reafoning. that I have 
not -feen at that age but in her alone. 
She delighted, a very .large com- 
pany here.laft nigbt at a concert, by 
linging that charming air of Aprile, 

Pur Del- fbnsQ a|mcn Ulor?, &c. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

STRASBUKGH. 

IF it had been my object to hav6 
made a large book, 1 could have 
made it without much trouble. They 
liave made a larger book than this oh 
the Cathedral of this city. 

The idea which interefted me the 
moft here, was a comparifon of the 
prefent ftate of fculpture in France 
and Italy. I rilk nothing in faying 
that Italy has not produced for fifty 
years paft fa fine a monument as the 
^ufbleum of Marlhal Saxe *. 

« Bj Pigal. 

LET- 
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LETTER XIX. 

BERLIN. 

' I *HE Pruffian dominions contained 
•*■ only one objeA for me ; that 
objei£t was the king. All my obfer- 
vations, all my refearches, tended 
folely to this point ; and in my fecond 
journey I made no new difcovery on 
that fubje£l. I was only confirmed 
in my former ideas. His majefty 
continued to ei^eem the queen, and 
to be efteemed by her ; to love his 
brothers, his liiiers, humanity, and 
juftice ; to feek for glory by protect- 
ing the weak ; to cultivate letters, 
and to <liitinguifh thoCe who love 
them; 
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them ; to be adored by his fubje^Els, 
dreaded by the moft formidable pow- 
ers, and to render hirafelf worthy of 
the admiration of his age and of pof^ 
terity. 

The peace of Telchen alone, in 
•which he fliewed himfelf the difin- 
terefted prote6lor of — but I forbear ; 
the firft time I pailed through his 
kingdom, he did not fpeak to me * ; 
I had not then even the feeble iiitereft 
of the felf-love of an author flattered 
to praife this Monarch : the parity of 
my elogium could not then be fuf- 
pe<fted. In my fecond vifit His Ma- 
jefty received me, with gracioufnefs, 
and faid to me things too flattering , 
for me to dare to repeat them. For 

* See Vol. I. Let. III. 

I thefe 
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thefe reafons I fliall fpeak no more 
of him ; and I fliall finilh my letter 
with an anfwer which I received from 
a Saxon peafant. " Well, my good 
" friend, faid I to him, do you not 
** love the King of Prullla as much 
*' to-day as you hated him in the laft 
" war ? I never hated him, faid he ; 
** the peafants had np reafon to hate 
*' him *. He gave M-ders to his troops 
« to 

• I (aid in the firil Letter of my other vo- 
lume, fpeaking of the King of Pruffia, " With 
his fubjcfls he is the mod juft of fovcreigos.'* 
See how he fpcaks in his decree on the affair of 
the Miller Arnoll, which happened fince the 
printing of that book. 

" This fcntence is moll highly unjuft ; il Is 
" abfolutely and entirely contrary lo the pater- 
*' nal intentions of his Majedy, who would hate 
** ftrift and fpeedy juftice done to every one 
** whether noble or ignoble, rich or poor, with- 
•' out 
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" ta dire<£t all their attacks againft 
* the great, and to do the leaft harm 
*' poflible to the poor," 

•' out diftinflion of perfoa or of rank. His 
*' Majefty therefore, by degrading the judges, 
•* makes a great example, on occafion of the 
** tiDJuft fentence pafTed againil the Miller Ar-' 
** noU, in order that all the Colleges of Jufticc 
•* ID his provinces may no more commit like afta 
" of injufttce ; for they ought to know that the 
** loweft peafant, and even a beggar, are men 
" as well as His Majefty." 



LET- 
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LETTER XX. 



B E R L I Ni 

''T^HE Connt de Peltzer, an officer 
•*• in the Pruffian fervice, was the 
only fon of a widow near fixty years ' 
old. He was handfome, brave to an 
excefs, and deeply in love with Made- 
moifelle de Benflcow. She was in her 
eighteenth year, gentle, pretty, and 
born with an extreme fenfibility. 
Her lover, juft turned of twenty, was 
loved with a paliion equal to his own, 
and the day was fixed to make theni 
happy. It was the aoth of June) 
1778. 

H The 
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The Pruffian troops are always 
ready to take the field ; and the 17 th 
of June, at ten o'clock at night, the 
count's regiment received orders to 
march at midnight for Silefia. He 
was at Berlin, and his miftrefs at a 
country-houfe four leagues from the 
town. He fet ofFconfequently without 
feeing her ; and he wrote to her from 
the firil place where he flopped, that 
it was impoffible for him to live with- 
out her; that it was eflential to his 
happinefs that fhe Ihould follow him 
immediately, and that they fhould be 
married in Silefia. He wrote at the 
fame time to her brother, who was his 
moffc intimate friend, to plead his 
caufe with her parents. She fet out 
then accompanied by this brother, 
and by her lover's mother. Never did 
a the 
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the fands of Brandenbourg appear fo 
heavy as to this charming girl ; but 
at length the journey ended, and Ihe 
anived at the town of Herftadt ; it 
was in the morning, and "Never," 
faid her brother to me, " did my eyes 
** fee a woman lovelier than my filler: 
" the exercife of the journey had 
" added to her bloom, and her eyes 
** painted what pafTed in her heart." 
But, O human profpe6ls ! how de- 
ceitful are you ! How near often is the 
moment of wretchednefs to the mo- 
ment of felicity ! The carriage is 
flopped to let pafs fome foldiers, who, 
advancing with flow fteps, bore in 
their arms a wounded officer. The 
tender heart of the young lady was 
afFeaed at the fight : flie little fuf- 
P©5led that it was her lover. 

H 2 Some 
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Some Auftriau fipiagers had ap* 
proached this town, and the young 
Count went out to repujfe them.. 
Burning to diiUnguifli hirafelf, he 
ruflied with ardour before his troop, 
and fell the viftim of his unhappy 
impetuofity. 

To defcribe to you the iituation of. 
this unfortunate young wom^q, would* 
be to infult at once your l^eart and> 
your imagination. Her lover is placeidr 
in his bed i his mother is at hi$. feet,, 
and his miilrefs ' holds his band. 
" O Charlotte,' cried he, opening a 
dying eye — ^he wanted to fpeak ; but 
his voice broke, and he melted into, 
tears. His tone had pierced the fouV 
of his miftrefs ; the loft her reafon, 
and, " No, I will not furvive you," 
cried flie, quite frantic, and feizing a 
fword. 
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fword. They difarmed her; and he 
made a iign with his hand that they 
fliould bring her to his bed-lide. She 
came ; he grafped her arm ; and af- 
ter two painful efforts to fpeak, he 
fays with a fob, *' Live, my Char- 
" lotte, to comfort my mother," and 
expires. 

P. S. I found this hiftory fo affeil- 
ing, that it appeared to me to merit 
a place in my coUeiftion ; and I be- 
lieve that every feeling reader will 
thank me for it. I forgot to tell yon, 
that, in the troop which made that 
fally, there were but two men wound- 
ed, and he alone killed. When I 
paffed through Berlin, in July, I779> 
the unfortunate lady had not reco- 
vered her fenfes. 

H3 LET- 
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LETTER XXI, 

GERMANY. 

T5Y Jupiter, my good friend, yO|U 
■*-' do not fpare me : however, con- 
tinue to write to me, and to aik me 
queftions : your letters give me ple*- 
i'm"e, for thtey make me think. You 
aflc me, what is the idea that I have 
formed to myfelf of the Emprefs 
Queen ? That flie is the mirror of all 
virtues, and of all good qualities. But 
perliaps ilie will fee thef? letters : 
that thought ftpps me ; I fear that 
her modelty will be wounded by h?r 
panegyric ; and \ \\i]\ tell you, at my 
retiirn, 
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return, of this great Princefs all that 
I keep now in a relpedlful filence. 

Whether the Emperor and the 
Prince Royal of Prnffia are great 
men ? The queftion is beyond my 
reach. The courtiers pf Vienna and 
Berlin will tell you that they are ; 
but princes are like canary-birds : 
the bird-fellers praile their beauty, 
affirm that they will fing well, and 
one cannot tell if the bird-fellers have 
fpoken truth or not, till the canary- 
birds ling or die. The private man, 
the cofmopolite, the fcholar, the phi- 
lofopher, the tradefman, and the wit, 
all judge princes in their own way. 
Hiftory ratifies the judgment when 
the judges are rotted with the heroes. 

You wilh to know all that I think 

of the diplomatic body, courtiers, 

H 4 chaniber- 
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chamberlains, maids of honour, Prince 
Kaunitz, and the art of pleafing. AH' 
that I thinlt. would make a long let- 
ter : I will give you the quinteflence 
of my ideas on thefe fubjecfts in few 
words, 

A courtier always carries about 
him two boxes ; one filled with in- 
cenfe, the other with poifon : he 
reads continually in the eyes of his 
mafier; and he opens one or the 
other of thefe boxes, according to the 
fentence which he has read in that 
hook. 

A Lady of honour is a female 
courtier. The ftate pays her for 
tiring herfelf to death, fimpering, in 
the company of a princefs, who often 
is only come into the world becaufe 
Providence has fome impenetrable 
reafons. 
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retfops. In propOTtion to the weak- 
nefs of the fex, tlus female courtier 
carries a box of ftiveetmeate, and a box of 
fmSf and flie gives you fugar-jHiambs, 
or pricks you, . according to the look 
more or lefs favourable of the perfon 
whofe Infeparatle ihe is, and whofe 
snnui ftie fupports for money. 

The court fends ambaffadors of 
three ibrts; fome to negotiate affairs 
of ftate, to protetSi their nation, to in- 
form it of the dangers with which it 
is threatened. She chufes thefe men 
among thofe who know what a man 
is, what a fociety is which forms a 
nation, and what is the force which 
that nation may dread. Thefe are 
philolbphers, attentive calculators, ge- 
niufes who fee through the malk 
■which deceives the mannikht, and who 
Joggle 
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juggle from the courtier the box 
which he means to fecret. 

The fecond fort of ambaffadors is 
chofen among the great of a country; 
they are men of ^Yhom the court wants 
to get rid, or whofe vanity it wifties 
to gratify. Theie people give good 
dinners, do not fee the fecretary be- 
hind them who does the buiinefs, and 
think they have peformed a fine ope- 
ration when they have bought from a 
clerk for a hundred thoufahd crowns 
a falfe or tifelefs piece. Thefe are 
beings who lend a courier extraordi- 
nary when they have pafled through 
a door before the ambaflador of the 
king their neighbour ; and when the 
political fire lurks under the alhes, 
when their nation is really in danger, 
and when the fecretary informs them 
of 
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of it, their firft idea is to fend away 
tlieir equipages. 

Tlie third clafs are refidents and 
envoys, who have by heart the law 
of nations, the peace of Weftphalia, 
and the Golden Bull. They muft 
have a prodigious quantity of nuga- 
tory knowledge. As thefe men know 
a great deal in point of quantity, they 
■confider others, who know more in 
■ reipeil of the quality of knowledge, 
as ignorant. That gives them an air 
of importance, a manner of exprefs- 
ing themfelves, and a kind of heavy 
and dull activity, which renders them 
infupportable in company, but very 
ufeful to the plough to which they 
are harneiied. I advife you to con- 
verfe with the firft, to eat with the 
fecond, and to fly the third. 

If, 
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If, after having had a converfation 
with the King of PruiSa, the Earl of 
Briftolj or McHifieur de Bufibn, about 
the mongers of the oceaH) volcanoes, 
and man, one -ihould alk me, how 
fleas are formed ? I ihould anfwer, 
de minimis noti curat Prator ; and I 
give you the fame anfwer to your 
queftion about chamberlains. I have 
talked to you about kings and amba£> 
fadors ; but after that to weigh the 
difmal and Aulic nothingnefs' of a 
chamberlain % would be to talk afta* 

* As the King of Pru(Ea was pafling throagh 
his great ha)) at Sans-Souci, with one of his 
generals, •' General," fays he, " you fhall dine 
" here in a few days with three hundred cham- 
" bcrlains." " Sire, I did not think you had 
" fo many." •* I do not mean tbofe animals 
" who wear gold keys, but of my brave chain- 
" berlains who will open for me the gates of 
" Silefia," 

an 
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tin account of a curious menagery of 
tlfe inhabitants of a comojon court- 
yatd. 

As to Prince Kauaitz, h is diflferent. 
KaSure has been prodigal to him. His 
genius is vaft, his judgment Ibund, 
andean excellent memory, which has 
made him retain all that he has feen, 
read, and heard^ has fupplied the 
place of tiiofe laborious iludies that 
ajiother man is obliged to make be- 
fore he can colle<£t, keep, and clafs a. 
number of things in his head. Be- 
ft^es this, he has always the h^pinefs 
tp be cool ; and it may be. laid that* 
our age has not produced a; greater 
politician than him, nor nature a man 
more proper for the ftation. that he 
fills. Every individual has his faults 
in the fame proportion as his good- 
qualities ; 
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qualities ; and chance has determined 
that thofe of Prince Kaunitz fliould 
have no influence upon the kind of 
affairs which his great political genius 
manages with amazing eafe. But his 
coolnefs, which has been fo uleful to 
him in Auftria, at the head of a 
powerful and formed ftate, of an ab- 
folute monarchy, and of a country 
which has great interefts without ever 
having great revolutions, would havt 
kept him in the greateft mediocrity in 
a republick, and efpecially in a coun- 
try fubje<5t to revolutions, where warm 
fiery fpirits, quick as lightning and 
firm as adamant, have the exdufive 
privilege of doing great things. If 
Prince Kaunitz had been bred a 
watch-maker, he would have made 
the beft watches in the world ; if he 
had 
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had been a mariner in the fifteenth 
century, he would never have difco- 
vered America. Great, but not uni- 
verfal, he ought to have been bom 
in Auftria, and govern that particular 
country to attain the fublime as he 
has done. Cicero, JuUus Csefar, and 
Jean Jaques, would have been great 
men in all ages from Paris to Pekin. 

To pleafe is a difficult talent for 
one who is above the common run of 
mankind. It is innate in thofe who 
do not hurt the felf-love of the little, 
and who ferve to fet oflF a fuperior 
chara<Ser. However, this difficult art 
is to be learned : to let thofe who have 
not in reality better parts than our. 
felves believe they have much better; 
few refill that bait. To fay always, 
Tou are in the rigbt, very true, I think 
as 



„Go 



)gle 



t "8 ] 
ill ym dOf-you rnaie an excellent PboUgM 
c»me into my bead; never to uHTer a 
farcafm ; never to point out the faults 
or ibIUes of others, and never to de- 
cide on any thing ; bnt tO' fay at moAV 
t Jbould think that: this is- in few 
%»ords all that confiitutes this art ot 
pieallng : but it is diiEcuIt for a man 
to obferve this regimen, and to keep 
himfelf in the hall, when he knows 
he deierves a place in the parlour. 

When a man has genius,, or any 
thing ftriking in his charafler, he 
will pleafe him who has the Uke, for 
the fame reafon that brings together 
merchants at the Exchange Cofiee- 
Houfe, officers at the Tilt-Yard, and 
artifts in a gallery of piftures. The 
man whom you mention has no ge- 
nius, no caprice, no warmth ; but he- 
7 has 
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ias:ptaMei^ tha degreeof underftanil- 
iog;thiit,is.ueceffaiiyInotl0.bd r^ectea 
ata jfiaal bjnreri of pjitsj iiid Bot tq 
wtnmd the: fclfi-Jbveiof'ordiiar^ taia: 
He ii hiin&lf an ordinary ta»n,firfe 
in his con n meiuKi »nd iiiiktin hii bet^ 
haviour; alraoft always toitefied writlil 
the place he is in, and nevit defiriog 
to be any where elfe. CanjthiS|man 
difpleafe ! „ Money, a goQdfooak^i aaA 
aa embroidered toat, vei^y gallant and 
perfeiftly difcreet. If it were pbifible 
for fuch men to have genius, and the 
talent to conceal it, they would attain 
every thing, 

P. S. You have every day a dinner 

and a fupper in the little courts » in 

GerTnany. 

* The court of Brunf%vick is one of the moft 
■■ ' I agree- 
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Germany. I cannot 6y & much of 
the ^eat ones. I had onty one fijp^ 
per at a Kamerfejl, doring^ the carni- 
val at the court of Vienna ; and only 
eoe dinner at VerfaJlles, the day I had 
the honour of being prefented. Th& 
King of Pruffia gives neither dinners 
nor^flippers. .... 

agreeable. The fteigning l>utcliefs, fifler to the 
King of PrB^ia; has, of all 'th& vomen I eter 
iivt (3/t£r;I.ai]y.Briftol) .t^impitfolid and^n^ 
cylti?ated undcrftandiDg. ^ .... ; 
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;l,,& T.T.E R.; XXII. .■::;,.( 



No man ever left Pans in goad 
fpirits; either hehasiloft his 
health Or Bisimoney'; <<» he has;.left 
attachments 'Wliich; cannot eafily hs 
replaced, in other cfatmtries, or intpr 
refting.acN^uaintance \^^Qm it is in:*- 
j»ffible t6 quit without iregreti What^ 
ever istUe^reidbn olit,. one is ^w<ys 
miefanch/olyJfciyingTaris. . .' , > .. '• ■, 
,^ OnmytarrivklatSenliajat myretjijrii 
froim Germany, I faw a genteel young 
man walking up and down before 
•the gate of the inn. laddreflerfhim. 
You feem, Sir, to conie from Paris .' 
-- ^ I 2 He 
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He did come from Paris, and was re- 
turning to his own country, to Peterf- 
burg. y'hff, Siii <iid y6« flay iong at 
Paris? Two years. And what do 
you fay of that cpuntty of delights? 
Of affaffinating delights ? replied he. 
ito)teCiuieu fays, that to make a Ku^ 
foil feel, y on. lirafl flay hiai^ atfd-* 
thdu^t in my.owa mind, thib tbiS 
6tte rouft harc been. • weft -flajfed% 
How did you find tlie men J FuUiiipe 
Tfee women? Dear; The wits} 
GIvitMns. ; But. why, fey? he> mak* 
ufe'oirf^»cls.g*ntle!termB^ JJaave been 
robbed, betwyed,, roafflicred. .Ilifa 
havener's .heart, faid I. to.myfetf, is 
tuH; an* knowing that a Euifian 

.•Ibis is tijmdetmti in theoti^*!; .'H 
««^%nifiss both/iij:«l< wit.lmdirid. , 
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ohd A German talk better after a tneit 
than before it, I invited hitn to fup^ 
per, and he accepted it. 

Towards the end of the fupper: 

Ruffian. Ydii have been at Paris 
then? 

EngUJhman. A year. 

R. Did you know any women thei-e? 

£. Yes i I knew a great many mo- 
deft women ; and I never was happier 
than in their company. 

R. What, you think the French 
women amiable ? 

E. More amiable and more intereft- 
ing than the women of any oth^r fo- 
reign country I have feen. 

R, Sir, you have feen them ill. 

They are a fet of wicked, bawling« 

peevifli wretches ; witty in gewgaws, 

1 3 not 
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JJOtrft graia of commpq f?nfe, acid.r^ 

^erfidious-i-. . ; : ■- 

(I knew very well that he would grow elo- 
quent after fupper ; but whu blafphcnues ! — ; 
Take quickly for the antidofc; 

O woman, lovely woman, Nature made yoij 
To temper man ; we had been brutes without 
you : . ;. ■ 

r AngdiAte painted fair to look like you ; 
There's in you all that we bcIicTe of Hcayeoj 
'Amazing brightnefs, purity, and truth, . 
.-S^rerQal joys, and cvcrlaftiiig love. 

Otway.) . 

4iof a grain of common fenfe, and foi 
perfidious — 

- E, They treated you ill ? 
■ R. Treated me ill ! my firft mif* 
trefs made a conqueft of me ten days 
after my arrival at a'mafouerade. She 
won me by a fingle fpeech ; " You 
**are charming.'* I was then nincr 
teen ; (he was pretty ; and this was 
the 
D,g,i,7?<iT,Gooj^le 



[ '3S } 
,thefirft<imein my life that, a pretty 
woman had faid thofe words to me. 
When a man fays to a moileft woman 
taice, " I love you," the devil repents 
it to her a hundred times. The devil 
riepeatpd in my «ar a tbopfand times 
that I was charming ; and on this 
ground I fell defp^rately in > love. 
However, 1 quitted this womas in a 
jhort time, becaule, beljde that Ihe 
was very foolifh and very tirelbme, 1 
felt the ueceflity of going out of her 
hands to go into thofe jof a furgeon. 

When I mixed with the great 
world, 1 rel.ated the fiiccefs of this 
amour ; and they told me for confo- 
lation, that, befide my having been an 
iniipid dupe, I had dilhonoured my- 
felf by an attachment to a woman 
who did not belohg to any of thp 
I 4 theatres. 
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theatres." 1 deteriiiinecf ififtantiy to 
■tepMt this fault, and I conneaedmy- 
felf immediately with a dancing-girl 
drf the opera.'' She had the prettieft 
■kg in Paris ; a wami Provencpl, live- 
lyi 'gay, arid cutting • capers frotti 
nMrrting- till night. She had fb many 
•calls on nie,' ■! nieari for loms-d'drs, , 
:that (he made me often remember the 
feying of Marlhal Villars to Lewis 
the Fourteenth : ffie waiited but three 
things, raoney, money, money. There 
was no end' to her caprices; and, among 
others, I began to fufpedt that (he 
had one for my valet-de-chambre ; 
but flie foon cured me of this jea- 
loufy ! for one evening, going into 
her room, I found her in the arms 
of a young French officer. I de- 
manded fatisfailion of him on the 
inftant ; 
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iftftant'; Atidhegaveme athrtifthcre, 
which piit-me ih the hands of another 
-fuTgieon ToT' three months. ' 

■■I returned into the- gay- woriti, 
■fiilly deteHmihed to be fage ' for the 
future ; but they lau^hfed at my fuf- 
ferings ; aflured me that I was form- 
ing aftonlfliingly ; that I fliduld fliine 
amazingly on tnj return into my own - 
country, even by reciting the difafters 
that befel me ; that there were no 
rofes without thorns. — Ah! why 
had I not a frietid to tell me, tha^ 
the rofes wither, and that the thorns 
remain— 

£.^That the rofes only bloom in 
the fprin^ of life, and that the thorns 
continue during the whole winter ? 

R. Being then conftantly in the 
temple of * wantonnefs, I once more 

* At the Green-room of the Opera. 
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yielded, anci I took a third mtftreAt 
For my misfortune, flie fung lil^e an 
angel. If the other h^l a taper kg, 
this ^ne'& arms were perfefl; .and 
when ftie threw theip qpfn to en%- 
brace tne, finging, 

O toi le Ceul objet que moa ccbot ait m monde, 
(0 tho^ folc objcQ of my heart's defirc,) . 

J thought I fcould expire with plea.- 
fure. She was at once a Siren and n 
Circe ; a dying eye, a beautiful Ikin, 
an enchanting fweetnefs, and an air 
of modefty that would have deceived 
Ulyffes. Her mother bad Ijeen a 
dancer, and Mifs was born behind the 
fcenesj arid from her infancy had 
learned to dance, to ling, to receive 
her mama's vifitors, and to be prefent 
•at 
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al,tb?ir fuppers. She had every thing 
in her favoijri-hu'th, education, exr 
ampls, precept, experience, and I was 
jn my twentieth year. 

Asiheihad been regularly bred, fhe 
applied herlelf fetiqully to ruin me. 
The fummit of art is to conceal art, 
^nd my miftrefs had attained this lafl 
degree of perfection. AU her arti- 
fices were imperceptible, and it is 
pnly hy reQe^ing on them in my me* 
Janchply retreat thefe eight months 
paftf that I have difcovered them. 
She law that I.was diftruftful, and ihe 
pevgrpraifed pae. Pid, I look as if I 
f hovight I had. faid fomething clever ? 
She applauded it, only by a fcarce- 
perceiyable fmile, .which, gave a 
brightnefs to her eye, and made her 
app^af at once beautiful and fmcere. 
All 
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^Ui oiyiMft& wert coBfultol aiid ahfl- 
cipatedii'-UiWasaotmtittual'JoiiBKA of 
gaielyi:i«g»«eableD€rs, lana .vtfW£«f; 
public places, fuppetsi^gijls'atfa Sf 
wits,' ooiiwrwl^'MidS -i-J^e ferirngii to 
think only «f thb, aiid thii appbxtkiitie: 
wasreali' ^ '•' '■' '"•-■ - ■ -■ '■ ' ' '•■■ 

The mother didindt fail ta praife 
daily tht merits of her daughter fnof 
to feafon htf J>aneg5'tic with thebit- 
tereft farcafras agaiaft Ser fitters of 
the opera. •' My 'Sophy ,i feid ' flie, 
is not like thoft wretched womei 
that you fee^ who ate all ~- who ' 



. • . . .' She is difcreet 

and gentle, and, thank God, edu. 

cated in the right *ay.'' I am 

Xjerfuaded that- fhe-'-was difcreet, • ifor 

flie 
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(he poffeffed perfedly the genius of 
her ti^de, and tffpuelit ibiely .of mak- 
ing her fortune. ; 

JE. She coft-.yoji then,a.gr^at,deal 
of mojieir? , , 

/J. This . it was fhaf, l)?g|n to 
embarrafs me. J had already got 
into debt, for I no longer dared to afk 
money of my father, -who tiid' com- 
plained heavily of my extravagance, 
and' tireatetied'W fend tnV'no' liiire 
fiipjiKes. I nlehfioned thiiohe day tA 
my miftreTs ; " 'Whit fi^nlfiss that ?* 
replied- fhe, " Iliave enough "for tis 
" both ;"• and faying thefcwoi-(ls,lht 
wfeiitit) her flelk with a grace that I 
ftiall never forget; and took outcif ita 
purffi of a hnndred Louis, which Bib 
put into nay hand,: giving me: at the 
fame time a moft delicious feifs.- ■ 
E. Timeo 
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E. Timeb Danaos et dona ferentw. 
{I'fear a"Girf and i Greek wKeri tbey make ^rc» 
fcnts.) . . " ' I 'jd : .:; 

' R. i liad forgoi Virgil;" my (ttif- 
trefs had found me other ftudies"; 't 
was aifefted by her behaviour and her 
kils, and thefe words, 

TravaiJlons, Travaillons gaiment,. , ,, ,-. 
Etl'amour tiendra lieu d'argent*, . , _ 

fung with an ei^preffiopjthat I patjiiot 
defcrihe, appeared to, me to conHin fo 
dehcious a.feDtfn:)em, ■atidibjtfll rpA- 
foning, that I thpught no more: either 
of my father or my creditors^ .--, . ■- 
The Prpvenqal jjuine^ me w^t^qut 
thinking of any thipg ,but her, pifijr 
fures. : This Parifian'Jbad;t(o<y^icp, 

• Let Ds labour gaily, and Linre willfupply 

the place of' nioDej. ■."■.:: 

and 
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and had but one marked pailion ; that 
was avarice.' I gave her vrilUngly, 
becaufe ftie never alked any thing, 
but. let all: ap|>ear the'efieft of my 
liberality. Her mother,: indeed^ 
praifed generolity a good deal; . . She 
bad even reduced the four cardinal 
virtues, to; this .iingle one ; and at 
Chriftmas Hie proved- to. me that I 
ought to give her daughtei^a diamond 
necklace, for her new-year's .gift. This 
was a ferious affar; the. price .was 
thirty thoufarid iivres. Milord — , 
ihe told me, had given one. to his raif- 
trefs, who received' three or four other 
men every day. The German baron 
that I knew had alio commanded one 
for his .; a creature loitiout fenlimiHt, 
Of a deplorable conduft ; . b.ut: who, 
however, idef^rved to be paid by he^ 
' V lover, 
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brer, becanfe' he killed her veith m- 
»ar. At length flie tbewed me, that the 
tfODour of Rofiu wa concerned ia i«. 
tcouid not refift this argument, andl 
gave her the necklace without paying 
for it. . ' .' ■ M 

I continued to labour gaiif accord^ 
jng to the maxim of my tender fair 
•ne^ whenmy father ■• — h'nt,. perhaps^ 
I'tirc yon ;—;•;■ 

E. No, firy yoa intereft me rriuchj 
R. 1 have only a word to add : my 
faflier not dbufing any longer to ftip- 
port my- extravagance, ceafedto fup-t 
]^y me with money; anil when it VEas 
dear that I had no more ce^onrceeythe 
Biaifc felloif,. the proftitute. remained, 
»mt the eiwhantrefs iKcame a flirji 
Aftar ainiiofl; violent fcene,.of whiclri 
^laire yoistbe-particulan, ffae ibut tbd 
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doot in my face; and I have learned 
fince, that, to get completely rid of 
me, ftie advifed the jewelleri who 
furnithed the necklace, to have me 
put in prifon; and I am juft now 
come out of For f /'Evequet w^ece I 
remained eight months. . . . - 
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LETTER XXlir, 



TT were to be wiftied that there was 
a vi(5lim of this Ibrt at all the gates 
tif Paris, to make a lively impreffion 
on young travellers, and to inform 
them of the dangers they are going 
to encounter : or rather it were to be 
wifhed, that fenfelefs fathers did not 
expofe their fons, before the age of 
reafon, to dangers from which they 
cannot efcape but by a miracle. 

1\ hut au Toyageur un but & des talens, 
(A trarcUcr diould hare a view and talenis,) 

is a good line of the King of Pruffia; 

good, becaufe it contains a ufeful and 

profound 
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profound meaning; becaufe it marks 
the limits between the perfons calcu- 
lated to profit by travelling, and thofe 
deftined by nature to ftay at home. 
•This Raflian neither wanted fenfe nor 
education ; but he had no view in 
leaving his country, except to afnufe 
himfelf, a term at Paris fynonymous 
to that of ruining bimfelf. 

Nothing is fo uleful as travelling 
to thofe who know how to profit by 
it. Nature is feen in all her ihades, 
and in all her extremes. If the mind 
of the traveller be virtuous, it will be 
confirmed in the love of virtue, and 
in the abhorrence of vice; becaufe he 
will every where fee that virtue is 
-eiteemed even by the perfons who 
praftife it the leaft. If the traveller 
'ha^ the ieeds of one or of feveral ta- 
K 2 lents, 
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rlents, lie will find men of the firffc 
merit in every line, who will think it 
a pleafure to encourage and uhftdfl 

,thofe feeds, andto communicate khow*- 
iedge acquired by. years :of labour' fl6 

-a modert and virtuous yoii^g roan 
who looks for information. He will 
fee the mutual needs men- have of 
each other; he will find himfelfin emi- 
barraffnients where he -ivHl . Want af- 
fiftance, and- he will learn to fed 
for the fufferings of others, dnd .to 

- enjoy the .delight that arifeS from re- 
lieving them. In a word, his andcp- 
ftanding will be enriched, his imagt- 

. nation fertilifed, and, if nature has 

-given him a feeling and elevated foiU, 
that elevation and that fenfibility will 

■ be equally encreafed. ' 

: The 
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' The traveller has, befides, the ad- 
vantage of making continual compa- 
lifons, which ftrengthen his judgment 
extremely ; and never lofing fight of 
his country, even in the moll diftant 
regions, he will feek ideas which may 
be ufeful to his countrymen, with the 
intention of bringing them home *. 
If he be an inhabitant of the North, 
where the rigours of the climate and 
other caufes give a roughnefs to the 
outfidc of a man, who poffibly may 
h^ve a tender heart, he will learn to 
value the charms of mildnefs, and to 
feel how delightful it is to be beloved 
as well as efteemed. 

He will alfo learn to clafs mankind ; 
and to fet on each clafs its proper va- 

* I believe I found one which I Ihall mention 
on a future day, 

K 3 hie. 
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lue. After a great deal of experience, 

comparifons, and reflections, the firft* 

clafsj 

* I cxpcd nothing from any King i and, if it 
were for roy intcreft, I fliould not praife any of 
them at the expence of truth. Let me then be 
allowed to fay, for the honour of the age, that 
there is not one in Europe whofe heart is bad i 
btit there are two who are dilUnguilhed from 
the refl, the King of Sardinia, and the Kigg of 
PruiTia. I fpeak of what 1 fav, and of Vjbat I 
know. The day before I was prefented to the 
King of Sardinia, 1 went to fee him go to mafs* 
I faw with furprife five or fix poor people in thft^ 
gallery through which he was to pafs. I aiked 
why the guards fuffered them to be there : I 
Was anfwcrcd, that they were waiting for the 
King. I faw each of them prefcnt a paper to 
him, which his Majefliy took into his hand. 
Every day of the year the loweft peafant in his 
dominions who has fuffered any iiijufticc, or 
who labours under any grievance, has leare to 
prefent his complaint to the King. The next 
tky I had the honour to be prefented to him. 
Ills Majefty is extremely affable. He likes to 
conyerfc 
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claCs, he will fay to himfelf, are thofe 
who unite great virtues to great ta- 
lents; the feccmd are thofe who, 
without having fuperior parts, pafs 
their lives in doing good; the laftof 
all are thofe whom nature has en- 
dowed with fupericH" underftandings, 

conrerfe with foreigners ; and he had the good- 
nefs to fjxak to me near an hour. I could not 
help telling him what pleafare I had fdt the 
day before in bis gallery. His anfwer wae fub- 
limc ; '* I only did my duty." 

Every Pruffian and foreigner may addrcfs a 
letter rtf the King's own handy and in twcoty-foar 
hours he is fure of an anfwer, if the fubjeft of 
his letter dcferves attention. Thefe are the 
only t»vo SoTereigns in Europe whom e*ery one 
may approach dire£Vly. 

If I Were not afraid to appear prcfuraptuous 
in claffing Kings, I would place the King of 
Fraflia in the firft claB, and the King of Sardinia 
hi the fecond. 

K 4 and 
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3fid who only life them to the injury ' 
of mankind. 
■ 3D6 you know that young Dutch- 
man ? faid a French lady to me once. 
No, Madam, 1 am not acquainted with- 
him ; but I know that he has made" 
the tour of Europe^- As well as his ' 
trunks, faid flie. If the travels of 
thefe gentlemen were only ufelefs, 
there would be no great harm; but it 
is more than probable that svery 
man who goes to exhibit his iniigni- 
ficancy in foreign countries, without 
parts, and without an objeift, will col- 
left tl^ere only vices, follies, and ab-.. 
furdities. How different were the 
travels of Pythagoras and Homer, of. 
Solori and Lycurgus, of the Czar 
Peter, and of Montefquicu ! Each of 
thefe men had talents, and an objedt 
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Jti his travels; and no one is Ignorant 
of the advantages they gained by 
them. But if to the want of thefe 
two eiTential points, the traveller adds 
the want of condutft, he will bring 
nothing back, to his own country (like 
pay poor Ruffian^) except ftiame and 

* During his ftory ,1 oft?n thought of La 
Fontaine's Pigeon ; 

Qui maudiflknt fa curiofitl^ 

Trainant I'aile & tirant 1e pied, 

Pemi-morc St dcmi-boiteux. 

Droit au logis s'cn reiourna. 
Tou would haye thought of thefe lines of 
Shakfpeare : 

How like a younker, or a prodigal. 
The Ikarfed bark put from her native bay, 
Hugg'd and embraced by the ftrumpet wind ! 
How like ihe prodigal doth (he return, 
"With over-weather'd ribs and ragged fails, 
I-ean, rentjandbeggar'dby the ftrumpet wind! 
Merchant of Venice. 
t '. . . 

defpair, 
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defjoir, an exhaufted fontune, a ruin* 
cd caoSimtion, and faUe and ridicu- 
lous oinDions of all tbe.coantries that 
be has ieea. 
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LETTER XXIV. 



T Have looked for ideas for many 
■'■ years on the fubjeft of tafte, but 
never could find any fatisfaitory, 
either in converfation or in books. 
M. de Voltare has fad in his feiuple 
(/» Gout, 

Je vis ee Diea qn*en Tain j* implore, 
Ce Diea charmant que Ton ignore 
Quand on chercbe ^ le d£finir. 

I have the greateft refpefl for the 

opinion of M. de Voltaire in matters 

of tafte ; but with all the deference 

(hat I owe him, I believe a man's not 

being 
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being able to define a thing, is but 
a bad fort of proof that he under- 
ftandsit. J Aiwl^ even be tf pipted 
to believe the contrary ; and I (hould 
confirier a perfon's fhewing that he 
was able to. analyzed S fubjeft, as 
a ftrong prefumption that he un- 
derftood that fubje<ft. I conceivcp 
beforehand that all men thinfe 
rhey have tafte, and that all thofe 
ivho do not know how to de- 
fine it will be of M. de Voltaire's 
opinion. 

The terni tejle is a metaphor tsken 
from the palate. A good partridge 
is ferved up to three men : one finds 
it good ; another finds it bad ;' the 
third neither finds it good nor badt 
The third is a man without taftej 
the fecond man's tafte is bad; the 
firft 
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-firffman has. a good tafte. BH(ig;» 
German greasdier to fee the; Belvw. 
d^e ApoUoj he will neither find it 
beautiful nor ugly; this.is'a man 
.■without tafte:: ihew tliiS; ftatue:t6'a 
Dutch Burgo-mafter, he; will find it 
■too light, he would wifti.it a little 
heavier ; this is a man of a perfidious 
tafte: fliew it afterwards to ten lta» 
lians, ten Frenchmen, and. t^n.Engc 
lahmen, theynvlU all find itbeavitjftfl^ 

■ asidyet each of them raaybaveaidiifr 
;ferent tafte . ; , ' . ,: 

■ . Jean Jaqu6s Eoufieau ' lays, ■ ** Xje 
-" ■^ut'e/J ie. micro/cope du Jug^ment f 

arid in another place hd fays, ." ilfert 
." de lunettes a la raifiin." In thefe 
two expreflions the idea is the fame, 
.and the idea is falfe ; and the reafon 
why RouflTeau miftppk is the fanafe 
_ 3 that 

D,g,i,7?d-,Google 



, [ IS8 ] 
that has milled all the men who have 
written upon tafte. They thought 
it a limple idea, and it is a complex 
one. The caufe of their error is 
this : tafte, in its literal fenfe, is a 
fimple idea; in its metaphorical fenfe, 
it is a compounded idea. I explain 
myfelf by an example. The piece 
of pheafant that I eat is addreSed to 
a iiogle fenfe, to my pilate, which 
deddes iipon it. To what is the 
giiil mourUt addrefled } To my judg- 
ment. Is it fine ? I anfwer, that it 
is. Have I then tafte ? No ; I have 
only I judgment: but after having 
pafled through my judgment, it has 
ftill another addrefs : where f to my 
feeling. Do I feel then the beauty 
sf this qtiil mourutf Yes; then I 
have tafts ; and this tafte is a com- 
pound 
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pound idea, and compounded of thele 
two parts, judgment and feeling. 

The degrees of judgment are ex- 
tremely varied in men ; tlie degrees 
<^ feeling are not lefs fo ; the com- 
binations of thefe two parts are 
therefore infinitely diverfified; and 
hence arifes that aftonilhing variety 
of taftes that we meet in the world. 
Of thofe thirty men of good tafte 
who found the Apollo beautiful, I 
faid, perhaps each of them had a 
different tafte; for even fuppofing the 
judgments of all equal, it is more than 
probable that each of them felt dif- 
ferently the beauties of this work ; 
and in that cafe each of them had a 
different tafte. The three greateft 
critics that ever exifted were Boileau, 
Horace, and LongtQus, Shew a fub- 
4 liin« 
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Jime beauty to thefe critics ; the- tafic 
of the three was good:; they woiil4 
all, agree, but their tafte v/as not; the 
.fame ; the faculty of judging, was 
equal in. all, but thcjr feelings wer? 
.different, and they would not feel this 
beguty equally ; Boileau wovild fe^ 
,it as a hundred; Horace as a^hun*- 

dred ;. Longinus as a thoufand. , 

I am fure that thefe ideas, upon 
.tafte are new : I am not fure that 

they are juft. If they are, not, I 

have no tafte; if they are, I have; 

for I drew them from myfelf ■>'. 

* The Ffetich do more juftlce to other na-- 
,ttons, thaa other natidns dp' thepi. There ii, 
however, a point in which they fecm to me. to 
. *be ilnjuft to ttie Englifli. They deny that they 
"have tafte. This is perhaps the only general 
idea in this book that does not admit of excep- 
tions. The French allow the Englifli talents 
and genius ;. but I never knew a fingle perfon, 
^* either 
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tither among the meo of letters, or the jnta of 
the world, tjiat allowed them tafle. A letter 
therefore, written .by ao Englifliman oo this fuU- 
jiQ, is bot likely to be too well received, 'the 
prefamption sgattift me perfoaallf is fttll Atong- 
er, becaufe M. de Voltaire told me that Shak'* 
fpeare had fpoiled my tafte. 1 do not know if 
that is trae ; but I have fome diiGculty to be- 
Here that he his entirely fpoUed it t foi I feel 
that I flill lore the authors of the Diad and of 
the Mifaathrope I But if thef; Lcttersi and the 
book I wrote in Italian, prove xhx I have no 
talte, I entreat the reader not to jadge a nation 
iijf an . mdiridoal, and w be perfudded ib^ 
there are ten thooJand men in England nhp 
have more taftc than I. 
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From Letter XXr. to- Letter XXXVt. 
can only be underjlood, at Paris, 

LET T E R XXXVI. 



to fbe Right HaiK)1ir:d>Ie.' Hie 
Cbuntefs of B R I S If O t. 

MADAM, - 
■fTT HAT is Paris? There nerer 
* was a man who could aofwer 
that <]ueftioii. Had I the hundred 
mouths, the hundred tongues, and 
the iron vmce, mentioned by your 
favourite poets. Homer and Virgil, I 
could not reckon the half of its vir- 
tues, 
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toes, of its vices, er qI its abfurdities. 
Wliat is Paris ? It is an alTemblage 
of coWradiSions, a tilTue of horfors 
and delights, both rendered more 
finking by their proximity. Jt is a 
..country full of giddinefs and pro- 
foundriefe,. of great iimplicity and 
txtravagant pretenfions. "Hie (!on- 
trafts would be endlefs. Here a ve- 
teran grQ\«ti grey in the fervice, and 
, "bearing. onhisbofom the proof of his 
bravery, walking in a pubUc garden in 
woollen (lockings, by the fide of an 
ojiera-girl fparkling with diamonds : 
;there a d.9pcing-mafter in a brilliant 
diarior, laughing at an author whom 
he has j.uit fplalhed : here an old 
Meifalina purchafing the carefles of 
"fotne young male-proftitute : and 
there a foreign prince exulting in 
, L 2 the 
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the chains of a theatrical princefsc 
What is Pari3 ? It is a vaft, ugly, 
attd ihapelefs city, full of wonders *^ 
it is the Athens of Europe; it is the 
'epitome of the univerfe. It is, Madan^ 
in t word, a country where there is. 
little genius, much wit, miich tafte, 
and an infinite number of pretty wo»- 
men, but where there is not a fliape 
ib perfeit as your Ladyfhip^av ; . 
Perhaps, at another time, I i Ihall 
■write on this extraordinary .country. 

* Ampng the mafter-pteces of ait, which be- 
long particularly lo this couDliy, the inoft ftrik- 
mg are, the front of the Loutre, the garden 'oi 
the Tutlleiies, Tome piflures of PouflSn,Ie.Sueor, 
and le Brun -, the Monument of Cardinal Rich- 
lieu, and the Pellti-maUres:' I'ctals' iTiis laft 
Being among the psoiJurttons of art-; fornatnfe 
.had no.mote fliare-in his formation, than.iaihat 
of a ftatuc ; flic only; um!e tlie block., 

- .1 I quit 
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i quit it now, to fpeak of a fubjeft 
which touches me more nearly — 
Come then, my adored Shakipeare, 
dear ot>je& of my idolatry, I am go- 
ing to fpeak of thee. Let a ray of 
thy genius enlighten my iinderftand- 
ing J let a fparfc of thy fire infiife 
itfelf in my foul ; lend me thy clear- 
tiefs, >thy noblenefs^ thy force, tliat, 
if it be poflible, the elevation of my 
ifiyle 'may equal the dignity of mY 
folgea. \ 



...... ? iOl.' sJi 

L 3 L E T- 



D,g,ft?d-,Google 



t t66 ] 



L E T T E a xxsva. 



TT Toe to the profane haiid that 
dares to tear a leaf <rf^ the 
laurels which adorn the immdrtGd 
heads of Corneille and of .Racine. 
Woe to the ignoble foul, and to the 
contracted underftanding, which ima- 
gines that it is impoffible to extol one 
fublime work, without depreffing an- 
other; and which thinks, that, to 
render juftice to the front of the 
Louvre, it is neceffary to calumniate 
the Cupola of St. Peter's. 

Let 
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Let Gornalie and Racine vrear 
with pride tbe .crown&. which thef 
have fi> jufUj deSavti.-.' let Sophode^ 
ffiid £un]>idles'iadii>ic them as equals, 
«ad let the; voice of all ondons co»- 
^iim their -decEee. I.tt' Moliere be 
qncfeired-ito Jlttdy- randi to Graece^ 
Hoc Phuitos ,-»ikl Ariftnpfaimes. .cef life 
^e jieoifion ; - Lbut leCiimpaRial rEi»- 
mafa in;pafe Bbouie .6il :^h4iu, ianU 
force themi ^thx>u^ Telu^nt, to ao- 
4wnowledge a:fuperior. Let Shak- 
^peaie alio biave his place:; and let it 
-be-tiiat,.and tliat alone, which would 
:be -given .hiqi,6y the .nnanimous faf- 
.fragesf of Horner and of Milton, of 
rli?irgil anH^rfrpopEi rof ^oileau. Of 
iHorace, amd'of LoDginus, 

Previous itfr -my citing him faefoce 

fudi aii' augtift tribunal, before ti tti- 

L 4 bunal 
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banal whicli muft wdgh iwith precir 
fion hi& beauties, and' his defedir, 
vhich mufl:examme wi^i a'r%orous 
Attention thcibvirces of. tfaffe defers 
and of the& ibeaatiesy and from the 
dedfion <if v^iich thete is no appeal^ 
let me be lisimitted'to mitke 6xap 
ob&rva.uans QBDeS&ry' te.put thd inikid 
of my rextcE in i flate of in^Hotiality', 
■&om which tthavetoci nlaqy reafpns 
to fear it is at'.prei^nt rentoved. ■ 
- ■ Some celebrated writers have uly 
iacKed this aiithor with' a rancour, 
■ind treated his defendeifs *ith aharfli- 
hefsj that: are, ingener<d, inconfiftent 
iwith the chariSer of iteir aa^n. 
TTlip fitft poet of England .has- been 
jtyled a Barbarifin. ; tfiej? -have daied 
W ^11 his defenders .jiM^«i-.. . ih4 fe- 
-aiiaiSri. 6f fl;yle..has beeniijaipeaio 
:. . . . ■ ■; fae, 
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the feverity of farcafm ; and the 
.charms of brilliancy and grace have 
gained tre^i^ "^ pr'tiiciifns^iTfalfe as 
they are abufive. I reply riot to 
abijfe ; I hwe neitber ftyle, nor bril- 
liancy, nor grate i but I underftand 
my fubjeft ; I have truth aqd reafon 
^iim^iide'; add l fear notxhduidt^d 
ibiices a£ M. BefVoltaire anili. Oe h 
Mm^.- ..■■■.■; ,-■ ,:.' ,'■: ;■■■> 

: It is plait that it is impclffiUe for 
-trie to- follow; a plan;: i do vatit- 
itack'J, I only defend; , and I am 
'foFoed' to foUonr the; insgulsritics of 
.^e itSaU^nts. .'jiliCt. i]s begiit then 
•.fritli.'M; dfiiYdllaire. : :.}.v,;. :. .:.• 
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LET T^ll XXXVftl. 



.. P ,A S 1-8. ! 

A'l^i^y attack is perhaps &e 
tfeftrdefence. IQiall not tone- 
ever attack M. de Voltaire. I.fl)ai0H 
^cpsxt ftpm jny charafter, :anid I 
-&oald j\iiJg)e DJjrfetf «nwotthy to :iio- 
ifend Shid^peare,)if I vtere capable df 
jnjuflice lenn a^ainft'ius molt cnitl 
'detra<Stcir.i>'' ii- adnfire, .atdtii £nrop«, 
the univerfality .of tl.de, Voltaire^s 
talents ; 1 love him for his fpirit of 
toleration ; I honour him for having 
protected the family of Galas. If his 
enemies refufe him genius, becaufe 
they 
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they f»y heiaes .Invsnted-nbijiing; 
they carmot refufeiMm icjnality more 
extraoidinafy, perhaps, than genius 
ftfSIf, (hat of ibeiag abMto afiume the 
talent of the j»dft celebrdted wt i«is. 
■Nff ciiaraiaer was beypnfl t!hei. reach of 
this Alobiades. He -lUnattriibow to 
meft with Radoe,.aod intoxicate him- 
•felf with .Ariofto; *e iwossible to 
-imitate the elevation of 'Corneille, and 
(themajsfty of Virgil. He made de- 
•J>r«dl»tionSi it is tcue, hpon every 
icourxryi but <he made them like a 
monaich s and what would haw betn 
jnUage m an ^mlinary man, 'ibeCBttie 
conqucftin Mi 4e Voltaird; 

i would not have any of my ex- 
■pfeffions upon this illuftttous author 
confidered as applicable to his writ- 
ings in general, but folely to what he 
hai 
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has faul- ofi .the.^ftidierbf::Shakfpe»re. 
I well know that I <lb.not enter; thsft 
lifts with, iqual ahns ; , it is not .be* 
civife the.repuatioa ref my antagOnift 
isgreat and jiniyerfal, wand that milie 
is dnlyijuft jtitgun,';^ for though this 
jsafonthatalieady decided againft Me 
-all fiiperficixl i readepf raeU capable of 
•judging «ill SftenrtcCthe voiceoftea- 
:&n alone.. :It.is not then, 1. 67. be- 
<aufe his worksiareiiiifiveiy library, 
and his b)ift ja«TCry houfej.aiid'-that 
.my name. it ftaj-ce knOwn in France* ; 
it is hecluCe: he wfotS .10 pkafet and 
that I write to convince ndU» becaufe 
I think 'qf the grshnfllofr iajtidea, 
.and he thought onlf ufrthft, elegance 
of his ptofei it isbenai^fc I aiU the 

■■■'.■ 'B ^', (■ .7V; I."'- « 

* And. not at alj in England. . 

-■— ' ■ i't '•^■^--■^ .-^.; (.t'l'j.,-^; :.l .-^u! 

i-; flave 
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flavepf exa&truthj andifhai he never 
tUoUght of ttuih MM: provided he 
gave with ,al}dre&'a ridicDloos torn 
to a paflbgej protideil'be made a falie 
exposition in pretty langnage, : and 
that he iiniflied his period with a 
.brilliant farcafm, or a refined piece of 
flattery, the /hackles of truth were 
forbisnof lilk ; hebn^EJe tbetaiwith 
levity J and truftiog to thb igqof ance 
of his reader, he abnfeiJb hi3:coa{v- 
dence, and treated him witiU the moft 
ibvereign contempt. J confe(3^ I \ntn): 
.this boldnefs; I, will Jrefpedl my 
reader, and I will refpedt truth! 7 . '^ 
. Never was a-writer,mQre-:difficiftt 
■to be confuted thin M. jde Voltaiiw. 
I jrcad him ; I read him again ; ] look 
for ideas, and I iiiid onlj! \p8cds> . , i^t 
jtach inftant the ihadow of a thought 
prefents 
,D,o,i,7.d-,Google 
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prefentsi Wolf to. my Tiefw f Igo.to 
ieize it, and I £nd onljr air. : Mbt 
qmdkSivir this Crilk flips k through 
my fillers; and.when I imagine i 
hold bim.fafl, the F^roteua «fcapes with 
a burft of laughtei?. . 

^e^ Moiiiutbant^, and Barbartcut, 
are his feyourite tams; and I' coa- 
ceive that there is>a:cla& of teadeiB 
to whom thsfe wnids. will carry oont- 
viaion ; tb. iwhom even they. .wiB 
^{^ar.fuUime. . For my part, I canr 
not anftmer them .moie than I can 
to this. Sta^fpeare, .fo fa/eage, fo km, 
Jo wild,' and fo abjitrd. Abftrafling 
the coarfenefs of this barbaraus abufe, 
what aftfwier can be i given' tp general 
accu&tions \ What anfwer would hi: 
'given mC) if t faid^ this CorniiUe,Ja 
C0I4, 
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cold, Jo flat, and fo difgujling P And 
what anfwer ftiould I deferve I 

But M. de Voltaire l^s ffanilated 
pafiages to fupport his critidfms : 
anfwer them. 



J-ET- 
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L E T T E R XXXiX^ 



* X « i ,s^ 

"IXThEN I wa» at Pekin, I talked 
• '^ to the Chinefe about the lite-i 
rature of Ejirope ; and for particular 
reafons I undertook to prove to them 
that Molierie jind Racine, whom the 
French boaitea of as great writers, 
were but very ordinary men. To 
fuppon this doiftrine, I tranflated into 
Chinefe fome paffages from thefe 
poets. I took my extrafts from 
Pourqeaugnac and tbe Cheats of Scapitr, 
and I took care to chiife the lowefllj 
paffages I «)uld find. As to Racine, 
-I took fome of his fpceches which 
were 
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■^KB tbfijmpftBslBSwedfri'FCTncei ana 
JittsnflitwJ.Hif m ai!ie:iClnasfe iprdi. 

SRJie eachBmingiharwsSaj^&flhis lines, 
-tl>« feitttihg- ebarras Of .'J)is .ftyte, 
rwhich Ijjd JBftly igJine^Fhim-fo.TBi- 
Tjiy.antiiiifitfts.injhis ojuMryyVireteno 

Jongeritotje-fonod's iaoB'tbe Chinere 
-;ljeg«}.. to think that the;Frenth bad 

exaggerated the merit of tbgir poets. 
. :I wias 4etsmiidBd :lp (mve . a complete 

.viaory, ^aijd, -liBt .tfOutUng myi^f- 

rtmrt ^twrtb, .1 ifiok ooe Mp more; 

vOaa JUcscCfe iKml ifoUnd the nobkft 

term in l^^fi^^apgHi^ge,. I looked out 
. for ;ttie loweft .GhioefB I ;t6rni to .tr»n- 
. ;fl»te it by i ilid Racijie 'fty /en/eU/s, 

oeUr/er, teiH^ii^ar ? X trjnflsted thefe 

words hyyawfc, gar,r9tl,ipig. ' 

A' Etentbaaaftj.g man of titfte, and 

a paffionateiloYer of the literature pi 
U his 
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his couotttj provokfed by the abfur- 
dityof my ideas, or rather inflameii 
with indignation at my want of faitti, 
exclaimed, that n*y expofition of Ma- 
liere was unjtift to' the laft degree; 

' and as to Racine, he ofiered to quote 
his lines — Alas! the poor frenchman 
talked to the deaf; the Chhiefe did 
not underfiand the French language. 

This nation, whofe heart is good 
at bottom, is fuH of witty malice ; it 
relifhes infinitely the &rcafm of plea- 
fantry ; it is fond of talking, and is 
not fond of reading ; and joins to the 
rage of talking upon every thing a 

• paffioQ more violent of ihining upon 
«very thing. I wrote prettily in their 
language ; I lent them wit on a fub- 
je(5l which they did not underftand ; 
I laviflied careffes on their authors ; 
I over- 
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I dverwhelmed the French with irony 
and fatii-e ; my viftory was eafy ; and 
ih the naomecft that I Writi, the Chi- 
■Heft believe Moliere an author ot the 
vulgar, and are aftdniflied that a na- 
tion, fo pciiihed as the French, can 
admire a poet fo barbarous as' Racine; 
My laurels are ftill frelh ; the Chi- 
nele find my Tallies charming, and^hey 
have learned my epigrams by heart. 
One reflecSlion alone alarms me ; I 
know that truth prevails in the end. 
I fear that the duration of my tri- 
timph will be fliort. The day may 
come, that fome Frenchman will tra- 
vel through China, and that he will 
be able to make himfelf underftood 
in the language of the country. If 
that day ihould ever arrive, my lau- 
rels will fade, my plexfantries will 
M a appear 
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appear cold, U>e laughe^^wj^ bs pn( 
out <>f covuitf^aoce^ Mo]ieie ati^ ^%- 
cji)!5 will b?.jxftorefl 40 *heir igUcm 
anjl "J f^lal^,^f tjiain jin objeft. of, ridir 

•• * •nie-peojUe-ufPafisfeid.'^aJ ftistHttir 
xm:i:t^M«SF~^lM, .and « ^diefid'^ifxe-tif 
nilbiliKiti, Jh« .M.,"^' VoltaiK had wjlV de- . 
j£rvcd. 
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LETT E R XL.. 



' ■ ' I Aft IS. ■ 

H6#'''is^it'ii(Mile to pant to 
"yWf'^li^' iri&niiftericies of this 
natidfi^ vrhich cai^ifeS' iis at ' Paris, 
what 41lfe 'threat&ii' 'tis" "at Plymouth ; 
■tf^iCn ik'iil^* raptures "with Pope, and 
fte(«is 'againft" SiiSkfpeare ?' "Yes, 
■"' Siri'thS'y fay to rine'at every ihflant, 
" Pttffe' i§ "■certaThVy your firft' jioet; 
** he iV' always feafdnable and fnll 
" ok-^iiok fenfe'."' "Allowing thefe 
gentl^iirea to teach I'ls how to vahie 
wit, 'tnat ihe French flibuld' pretend 
Co feiich 'the 'Erigrilh"the valne the\ 
M 3 ought 
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ought to let on good fen(e and rea- 
fon — the moll determined Stoic can- 
not bear it. 

Let fidt France imagine that Eng- 
land does not know how to eftimate 
her men of genius; Ih? knows how 
to eftimate them as well as to re- 
ward them ; ap^ .flje does nqt ^mir« 
Popelefs for coinfideringrh^m-.a5 ipr 
feriof to Shakfjpe^e. She is not ig- 
norant that the tranflatof qfthe lUad^ 
fhe author of the Rap? of the JLock, 
and of Eloifa to Abelard, is a greatpoet ( 
ihe knows that Jhe. a.yjhor ,o{: thq 
Effay on Man is a profound Philolb- 
pheri and that the man wlio wrot-? 
the Effay on Qriticifm,.\tad the Pre- 
face to the Iliad, is an enlightened 
critic. The foundeft fenfe, the f\yeet- 
cft harmony, the happieft choice o^ 
" language, 
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langinge, are found iiy ?1J his writ- 
ipga : his judginent was foljd, his ear 
delicate, l)is imagin^tiqii brilliant, 
and his tafte furg. The Epglilh are 
not iginoiaqt of th? variety, of his 
merit?4 and Ih^y T^elJ kflo)V th?t he 
poiJibQ'ed a per/ eAiog which Shal(^are 
want^, that , pf hising always excel- 
lent, Popeis ttanflated into Isveral 
IjDgu^es, and'it is uniyerfally known 
that'l}^ has ^s m^y ^dqiirers as 
feajiers.. 

It w»s &en this Eape, whp enjoying 
the higheft reputation, ^nd feven 
hundred pounds a year, transported 
by his love of poetry, an4 by his en- 
thuCafn* for Shakfpeaie, undertook 
the labqrious talk of ipalung an edi- 
tion of his works ^ which, not having 
beeji printed for fome years aft^ his 
M 4 death, 
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dijafli, wferi!tib\f»-*UH'M'i»ft:erre*S' ,3brf 

fo tiife'eclBton,'' itf-'whSiH tfiCTff'isf 
fflis rttiaariiabfel'phrSffi! -'''•>fM pS^ 
" etry 6P^9Bikrpear«"waS-iHf^at8!># 
o-:!***^**;' li* S4-ri6t<fi)'hJii{'h artHaW ■ 

": arid 'fft' nof &" jtfe'tb'iay tfe'ifttf 
i' ^iAi/Vfbm^id^i'iShmemi fpeifit^ 

cleafHl' «Wter. i«' Engiaridj'arial tifefe 
words are fcarce intelligible.*' --TT?^ 
rWioHlis- pldin.;- lie! f^te bi' «Hat'he 
ftW; :ar«*: lie Mi 'masiSth aiV jiift^u^a 
toalffle-xprefsT- '. ■= .■.:"i.ii<.' .'..■■!■;::.■;:■ 
-■ Irf' this' tdirion''tf ! tBe'- woiis <rf 
Shiikf{feart, Popte'-m^fkea'- witK' in- 
vwted' cftrttnids ilit? paffages' Which 
appeared fa 'him' tlTfe'moft iiiailtifal. 
M; de VbKaird haStrmllWa' B^^^ of 
■■ : ' thefe 
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diefe isaffagSs'; and lias adSfed' to Ks 
franflatibil't'Re' following remarks. ■ 

'' YottT»ill oBferve tliat this is' one 
" of the beautiful paflagies ftiat Pope 
"- has na*K«id Avithi iriwrted commas, 
" K) makMBe! force of it be f«It;" • 
•'■*' Pope' agiih tells his reader to' 
" admire thefe lines? ■ •'■ 

" This again is a fpeech which 
" the commas of Pope command us 
** to admire," 

" This again is one t)f the ad- 
*' rairable paffages enriched by the 
" commas of Pope." 

All thefe paflages are ridiculous 
and flat. I alk the fenfible reader if 
he believes that Pope underftood 
Englifli poetry ; I alk him if he be- 
lieves that this great writer would 
have iniured the }ofs of his reputation, 
with 
D,g,i,7?d-,Google 



^ith hi; oiarn age and witl^ gpfteptj^ 
by commending af .b$g<iit)ful vihat 
wa& deteftabje ; and then Ldelire that 
he will decide for him^lf, ^fhether- 
the flatnefs and ahfurdi|ties belong to 
the poetry qf ^hakfpeaie, to the 
^mtnas of PppeiOf to th; tjpanflatioQ 
of M. de Voltaire, 



LETr 



D,g,l,7?d-,G00glC 



E f87 3 



L E T X y R L5CI, 



?f TT is true that England has Eu- 
:f- '.' rope againft her in this fihgle 
<' point, (it is M. <Je Voltaire who 
fpea^sX.f' and the pi»of of it is, that 
f th^re has neypr Ijeen any of the 
*' piiei^ of, Sbakfpeare -uded upon a 
i' foreign theatre." Would thnt be 
^ piTx>f even if it were trtie ? But 
that is j6 true, that I faw Hamlet a&ei 
at Vienna, and Lear at Berlin ; . and 
J reft the merits of my defence of 
ghakfpear? upon the tnnh of thefe 
two f^s. 

■ ' « There 
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" There is no glory atnong us, 
" (continues hie) but for what is well 
" thought and well expreffed." Can 
any mail'clr fenfe •Delteve that there is 
in England naore than in France ? 
But judge of .,t^a^ yqurfelf, and of 
the confiftency.of M. de Volt^re by 
wll6t?n , ifMeii'? ■ i ilMHediatelf T ^tef. 
M WhehlmeigMsfaBiiing iMitKiii^ Iiave 
ff-'neariic Jibe' fame Jiiadners, tMW&xdi 
?':ri)r(tK»firie,taKltJia<i« «*ati*afe^':ftr 
" !foraettineitlsslflft*«''arl!6i! ifft^nSs 

■ M So iHkef.AndffcmaeJiB'. arid iiafePPfta> 
•f.iflra<o£i RAoitit, Jhipiflpj'^riiflflBlea 
f«^.5nJd-EBgiail.ijylg(»a,a«fhSt*/ haU 
"• grejti'fmKeft "StP-LoBdouP' t' faw 
") ttiBitili(a«d'th»r»fomie*ly'; they 
f . -rftrbi ajifftltidOiJ) a«i ale FiHs. ; ' We 
" have alfo fome of our mader* tra- 
• ■ 'T '* *' gedies 
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" gedies very well received by this 
" judicious and enlightened nation." 
Judicious .and gnlighteu^d while flie 
applauds Merope ; ignorant and - bar- 
barous in her admiration of Shak- 
fpeare. . ■ 

** Happily (he goes on) it is not 
" I^H;d:ue'4[^at;Shakrp^re"haS ot> 
■*f. Qafioped, !tbe--,§xcluiion ;"df every 
*' lOfher ?^9 b«? hk own," . M., de 
Vfllt^fe anf\5»rfrljimfplf,fo-well,thai 
^t ::i^ .4felel« -for nije to anfwer him. 
[HeiiWill BiWlje fjtii^iatfl in. this letter 
of-^wng partial ^^ the ^ngjifii ; he 
-has<jp{^illa^the^Joge of tii^ir ta&e, 
iuidof tji^ iinp^iality ; .ind h? was ■ 
iattet dght tp piafeeit; fee ;^gjifl» 
have/na exdufive-taHej: (hey always 
-do }i^ic« to-m«rit; tbeyacilmireRac^ne, 
ithayi. admife ; S Jj* ftisearej-they sidmi^ 
vM. de Voltaire himfelf. 

1 LET- 

, C,oo;,le 
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LETTER XLlf. 



PARIS. 

" T Confefs, fays this illuftribuS 

■^ Critic, that we lliould not oon- 

" demn an a;itbor for having feized 

" the tafte of his nation, but we may 

" pity him for having pleafed onjy 

" her. Apelles and Phidias forced 

" the different flates of Griecei and 

" the whole Romait Em[»re, to ad- 

" mire them." What an impofing 

period ! forced, and the wbole Roman 

Empire^— B\it how falfe always ate 

■ his reprefentations ! How little frfi- 

dity was there in his jadgment I or 

7 how 
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ivc/mr Httle did he fuppofe in his reader! 
Was he ignorant that the men wh6 
compofed ibe diferent SiaUs of Greece^ 
and the Imbole RaXtatt Empire j liad eyes, 
and that nothing elfe was wanting 
to feel the tiierlt of Phidias and, Apel- 
ies ? They fpoke a language under- 
ftoed by alt' the world. 

'' We fee to-day the Tranfylta- 
" tiian, the Hungarian, and the Cqur- 
" lander, agree with the Spaniard, 
" the iFrenchman, the German, and 
" the Italian, in admiring the beaoties 
" of Horace and Virgil." Why does 
he force me to make continual re- 
petitions? Why are his expofals al- 
ways falfe ? Horace and Virgil ate 
certainly admired every where, be- 
caule every where their language is 
underftood^ but in what country 
have 
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have thiiy aifingle adtniter who do® 
hot underftapdjLatin ,' In Italy and 
France, I iball be anfwewd, the j^neM 
is admiied in the language bl Gftse;; 
the Georgjcs in the tranflation of the 
Abbe DeliHe. In wifljitig to refute 
me, they fupjport my *tlIertioHS. Tbte 
poet is tranflated in both langxiages 
by poets; and- fine verles are. rendered 
by fine verfes with all the advantages 
of haJTOony and of ftyle. Has the 
famp juftice been done to Shakfpeare ? 
Even if M. de Voltaire had not la- 
boured to disfigure him, can .profe 
ever tranflate poetry? 

If ever a man was a poet, Hor^aee 
was one in his Odes-; and has Horace 
aft adn}irer .in the univerfe who 
only knows ihJtti.by a profe tranfla- 
tion,' 
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don! Or* is it poffible that he 
ihonld ? 

But a tingle example will decide 
this queftion. Homer has been tran- 
flated in England in verfe, and in 
France in profe. He has an infinite 
number of admirers in England who 
do not underfiand Greek. The tratl- 
flation of Madam Dader is more li- 
teral tlian that of Pope/ I do not 
hazard myfelf when I advance, that 
Homer neither has, nor can have, in 
sll Francs, the felt adHiiratidn of a 
fingle reader who knows him only in 
the profe of Dacier, 

. * THiwlord'Rafcommon : 
Sut)limc and dear barmonioui Horace fiows 
AVith verfe thatcaonoe be expre&'d in pryfe : 
'Degrading prbfe esplains Iiis meaning ill, 
iAddfliews the work,but not the worltman's Ikilt: 
I, wbo bare Ars'd liitn more than twenty yeari. 
Scarce know my mafter'as he tliere appears. 

EJa} on TraJijIalidftrfi. 
N LET. 
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LETTER XLIir. 



T Shall clofe my obfervations on M. 
de Voltaire, by an objeiSion tbit 
■he makes at the end of his Letter to 
the French Academy. This it -.is ; 
" AU our men of letters aik,hosit it 
" is poffible that in England the 
" firft men of the Icingdom, the 
** members of the Royal Society,, lb 
" many feniible and learned men, 
" can bear fo many irregularities, 
" &c. 8cc." This objeffion, in faift, 
appears to have fome weight ; and I 
confefs, I fliould not be' Ids embar- 
7 railc(l 
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raffed than M. de Voltaire to anfwer 
it. It would be a want of good faith 
not to quote the folution he gives of 
this difficulty. « Am I miftaken," 
fays he, <• in remarking, that every 
" where, but principally in free coun- 
" tries, the common people govern 
" men of fuperior underftanding :" 
Yes, M.de Voltaire, - you are very 
much miftaken ; and, inftead of fay. 
ing the common people every uiere 
govern men of fuperior underftand- 
ing, you would have had much more 
reifon to fay, no pbere : and I apjieat 
to every nian of fuperior tinderftand." 
iPg- ■ 

" Eut pWncipallyinfree counties" 

...The ftades of liberty are too 

much diverfified, in difterent 'countries 

for me to be able to' fpeak to this 

^ ^. propo- 
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propofitipn in the extent which tlie 
words feem to require. The propo- 
fition then is iH prefented : he had 
nothing to do with free countries, 
but only with one free country ; ami 
if he had faid principally in England, 
as he ought to have, faid, if ho 
meant to convince, this fliould hav» 
been my anfwer : ■ • 

Every Engliflunan is bprn ftee, 
and glories in it with .reaibn. ,The 
iirft leflbn he has received from hi» 
father, and £h« firft leiToa -which he 
tranfmits- to his fon, is, that inde- 
pendence is . the inheritance of an 
Englifliman. He is proud of being 
bim/elf; of thinking-, ftfilkig, and 
afting. for .himfelf. Hence that va- 
riety of chara(!:ter which is in England, 
and, which is not to be found in any 
4 other 
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Other ooufttry In the world. That a 
monftentary raadneft might bUnd a 
nation* ev«n of this ftamp, upon any 
ftibjeft whatever, would not aftohifk 
me: but that a wife and free people 
Ihould obftinately perfevere in a blind* 
nefs of two hutidred years; that a 
])eo{>Ie learned in the andent lan- 
guages, and who travel contihualiy 
to imfSTOvte themfelVes abroad ; that 
a nation which has fbr lb many years 
revered the. names of Locke and of 
Moliere, of Acldifon and of Racine^ 
of Boileau and of Pope; that fuch a 
nation, I fay, ihould perfifi ftupidly 
to admire a Mountebank and an Ape — ^ 
the idea is a prodigy, and men capa- 
ble of thinking will believe it no 
longer. 

N 3 Homer 
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Homer had his ^ilus, and Yoltaire , 
his Freron; Bavius was ti^p;. enemy 
of Virgil, and Pradon of Raeine ; the 
(i^cademy pf . : the Crvifca criticifed 
Taflb ; and Cardinal RichU^a :wa$ 
" jealous of Corndlle : Sbakfpeare ahn^ 
was ■above ^nvyi_ Elizabeth patronife<J 
J)im ;■ Southampton * loved him j all 
the poets and entice, his contemporarie? 
atjd fucceffprs, have vied with each 
other in praifing hipi ; . the admiraY 

* This was that noble l,ord Southampton, 
the friend of the unfortunate £arl oF Effex, 
who, having heard ^hat Shakfpeare warned s 
thoafand gyineas to make a purchafe^ fent thewi 
to him. *' This trait of generofity," "fays ihe 
author of the Di6lionnaire fortatif d^f hommes 
ceUhres, *' would pufs for a fable in aTcty other 
*• country but in England, where folid rewards 
" are beftoived on the merit which < other n^. 
" tioES only eftccm." 

fioR 
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fion of him 'encreafes daily in his 
own coiiritr jr, and is going^to" increafe 
through' Europe; Jonfoh®, Milton, 
and Dry den i Pope, Warburton, and 
Jdhnfohi, do hot ipeak of him but 
wifti tranfport ; a whole nation 
adores him; and, if I had not here 
undertaken his defence, I fhould have 
added, that he is admired by each 
individual of that nation, in propor- 
tion to the gifts which that indivi- 
dual has received from nature ; in 
proportion to the knowledge which 
he has acquired by reading good au- 
thors, and converling with enlight- 
ened men ; in proportion to the 

* Ben Jonfon. 

■f- The illuftrioas Dr. Johnfon ; the beft 
critic, the mod extenfivc fcholar, and the greaieft 
poral philofopher now living. 

N 4 number 

D,g,i,7?<iT,Google 



[ sop 3 
number of countries that be has 
feen, and of languages that he pof- 
fefles ! in uroportipn tp the ftudy 
that lie has made of the human, 
heart, and, of the beauti^^ of nature; 
in proportion^ in a wordf to the d^p^h 
of his uncjijpftanding, to the variety 
of his knovvledge, and to the jnft- 
nefs and purity of his tafte *• 

* Let k not be thought that perfons of tafte 
in -EngUnd are, ignorant of ihe defefls of Sbak-. 
fpeare *, they know ihem, and are forry for 
them ; but they know alfo, that there never 
was a poet who had foch fablime beauties, fo 
great a variety of beaulietf. or fo gr«t a 
number ai beautiest . , 
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THE article of M. de Voltaire 
has carried me farther than I 
expected in the beginning. I Iiave 
only one thing to reproach myfelf 
with on his account ; which is, that 
I have treated him with too much 
mildnefs ; and I aft pardon for it of 
the fliade of Shaklpeare «. 1 threw 
a veil over his well-known envy of 
all the living and of all the dead : 

^ O pardoa me^ tlioa blecdiag piece of eartb, 

Tbst I am meek ;iilij gentle with thy butchers. . 

2'a/iw Ca/ar, 

I did 
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I did not even infinuate the fufpicion 
of his being afraid that fome of the 
fineft paffages of the Death of Cse- 
far, of Zaire, and of Semiramis, might 
be found in JuHus Csefar, in Ham- 
let, and in Othello; and that thefe 
are precifely the pieces which, Jie^ 
l^as moft abufed. The fatirizingr-a 
great writer, is a difagreeable, and, 
to me, an odious tafk. But why did 
M. de . Voltaire fatirize Shakfpeare ? 
Why did he ftab me a thoufand times, 
in my travels, by the repetition .of 
iiis criticifms, which I heard in every 
corner of Europe? The pafiion of 
reveage is unknown^ to my foul ; 
but the glory of our letters injured, 
qnd the love of juftice, forced me to 
draw the fword ; and if I have but 
{lightly wounded my antagonift,"it is 
becaufe 
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^c*ufe he is no longer ajjld to de^ 
fen*i,.himfel.f. r ■ ■• 

M:. de U Hajpe js not in the fame 
lituation ; I fliall therefore treat him 
^ h? deferves. He is feyere ; and 
as he judges with rigour, with rigour 
he fliall be judged. Let it not be 
imagined that; 1 an^ his perfonal ene- 
my, or that I take any part in the 
infamous cabals that dHgrace lite- 
j-ature, and thofe whp cultivate it. 
I acknowledge him to be a worthy 
member of the firft literary Society * 
of the Continent of Europe ; and if 
I write again, I Ihallf praife the au- 

* The French Academy. 

■f- This gentlemadj in his Eflay on Shat 
fpeare, has paid fome Tery juft and elegant com 
piiments to Mrs. Montague; for which I ihall 
Ihank him when I aafwer bis book. 

thor 
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thor of the E»l of Warwick with 
the fame impartiality with which I 
ihall condemn the calumniator of 
Shakfpeare*. 

!fay, 

* I have faid, confidering all the arts col- 
leftively, I fliould give the Greeks the firft plact, 
the Italians the ftcond, the French the thircl» 
and the EngUih ■ the fporth. Ib one point» in 
literature, it would be unjun: not to allow Eng- 
land the fuperiority over all nations that do, 
or evec did, exift. And I require the univerfe 
to agree, la this ppinioS; until ic can name to 
me three men, chofen from all ages and ail 
countries, equal to Newton, Shakfpeare, aiiQ 
the author of Clariffa. 

If England came* her pretenfions farther, flie 
is ill the wrong : and fome one ought to fay to 
her, " Glory in having ^ven birth to a^philo- 
*' fopher, agaiaft whom do one dares to raife 
" tiieir voice i to,a poet, aclcaowledged by all 
" whoimderftand him to be the greaieft ge- 
" nius that ever lived; and to a writer who has 
" produced the fincft, the greatcft, and the 
" moft 
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I fay, if I write again, I liave plea- 
fure. in writing, and , I (hall have a 
gcesit deal in anfwering the criticifms 
of M. de la Harpe, and in making 
a faithful repreientation of the me- 
rit, and of the defe6b, of Shak- 
fpeare. But this depends on the 
fuccefs of this book. Though I am 
not young', .1 am a young author, 
and I have not yet confidence in 
my talents; The firft efforts that I 
made to pleafe the public were re- 
ceived with indulgence : if this 

" moft perfeft work thai cTer came from the 
•• head of man." As to the reft, 

Farcere fubjeStiit et dehtllare fuptrbott 

Ha tibi matt artes. 

^ofpart the vsnqtajb^dj and fubcke the freuj^ 

Tfiife be thy arti.) 

nuriti 
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merits the feme reception, I fhall con- 
tinue to'write ; but as I write only 
for fame, ■ if I ceafe to intereft, ■ " I 
throw away my pen. ■ 



F I N 1 S. 
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